
POLICY:  203.1 
 

FORMULATION AND ADOPTION OF POLICY 
 
The board has jurisdiction to legislate policy for the school district with the force and effect of law.  Board policy 
provides the general direction as to what the board wishes to accomplish and why it wishes to accomplish it while 
allowing the superintendent to implement board policy. 
 
The written policy statements contained in this manual provide guidelines and goals to the citizens, 
administration, employees and students in the school district community.  The policy statements are the basis for 
the formulation of regulations by the administration.  The board will determine the effectiveness of the policy 
statements by evaluating periodic reports from the administration. 
 
Policy statements may be proposed by a board member, administrator, employee, student or member of the 
school district community.  Proposed policy statements or ideas will be submitted to the superintendent’s office for 
possible placement on the board agenda.  It is the responsibility of the superintendent to bring these proposals to 
the attention of the board. 
 
The board will give notice of proposed policy changes or adoption of new policies by placing the item on the 
agenda of two regular board meetings.  The proposed policy changes will be distributed and public comment will 
be allowed at both meetings prior to final board action.  This notice procedure will be required except for 
emergency situations.  If the board adopts a policy in an emergency situation, a statement regarding the 
emergency and the need for immediate adoption of the policy will be included in the minutes.   
 
The board will have complete discretion to determine what constitutes an emergency situation.       
 
The final action taken to adopt the proposed policy will be approved by a simple majority vote of the board at the 
next regular meeting after the meeting allowing public discussion.  The policy will be effective on the later of the 
date of passage or the date stated in the motion. 
 
In the case of an emergency, a new or changed policy may be adopted by a majority vote of a quorum of the 
board.  The emergency policy will expire at the close of the third regular meeting following the emergency action, 
unless the policy adoption procedure stated above is followed and the policy is reaffirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 
LEGAL REFERENCE: Code of Iowa, §279.8  (2005) 

281 I.A.C. 12.3(2) 
1970 Op. Att’y Gen. 287. 
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