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Cooper Elementary Families & Community:
“We are Cooper here or there, We are Cooper anywhere!”
This statement has never rang more true! Our Staff and Students have
so far handled this transition so incredibly well!! Thank you for your understanding and flexibility as we continue to learn how to best navigate
our new space. Here are a couple of reminders for things you can do to
help us continue to grow into our space:
BUS RIDERS: Students being dropped off at the Cooper building to ride a bus should be dropped off on the west side of the building. Please do not park at the curb along the west side of the building
facing north as that is where the buses park to load. For the student's
safety there are crossing guards present, so please drop students off
at the corners and they can safely cross the street instead of letting
kids cross in the middle of the block between cars and buses. Kids
can be dropped off as early as 7:15. Bus 10 has to go to the District
transfer point before going to Cooper and so will not arrive at Cooper
before 7:30. Students who ride Bus 10 do have to wait outside until
the bus arrives and it is cold so be sure they have warm coats, hats,
gloves, etc. Also, please remember masks are still required on all
school buses.
CAR RIDERS: For those of you dropping off and picking up students
at the Riverside building, please use the drop off/pick up lane. Do not
park and walk up to the building with or to get your student. For
safety reasons we do not want people trying to walk between buses
and cars to get to vehicles. We will have staff outside with walkie
talkies, radioing back in with who needs to come out so we can keep
the line moving quickly and efficiently. When using the drop off/pick
up lane please pull all the way forward to allow as many cars into the
lane as possible. This, along with a couple of days of practice, will
help us get through the line more quickly.
WEATHER GEAR: One last reminder as we start to get into winter weather, please make sure that your children dress in layers and
have the appropriate outside gear for when it is cold. We go out for
recess whenever it is above zero, so if you need help with getting
snow pants, boots, or winter coats, please reach out to our front office! We are happy to help and have many generous donations from
organizations in town that want to make sure every family has what
they need!!! We are super grateful for such incredible partnerships!!
We are beyond thankful for our Cooper families! We are grateful everyday that you share your most precious gifts with us, and we do not take
that responsibility lightly! Your children are the reason we are here, and
we are so glad to partner with you in preparing them for this year and
many years into the future!
Sincerely,

Kate Simpson

Mrs. Kate Simpson
Principal
Cooper Elementary School

Important Days to Remember In January 2022
Jan 4th– Cooper students return to school at Riverside
Jan. 17th– No school– Martin Luther King Day

Friendly Reminders From the Office!
If your child is going to be absent/tardy, please
call the office at 515-574-5830. Please note that
our phone number has not changed due to the
move.
When calling in your student(s) please give the
reason they are going to be gone. If they are sick
please indicate symptoms so that we can code
the absence correctly in Infinite Campus.

Our Cooper kids and staff started their new learning adventure at the Riverside location on January 4 and will spend
the remainder of the school year there due to construction at the Cooper building. Students and staff spent that morning, getting familiar with the building and ready to learn together in their new environment as a community.

Know Someone Who Wants to Be a Dodger?
Open Enrollment Deadline for 2022-23 is March 1, 2022
Our mission at the FDCSD is to provide quality learning experiences and build relationships that develop
productive citizens ready for their futures. A child’s educational experiences including coursework, activities and relationships, will prepare him for his future; what his post-secondary experience will be and the
career choice he will make. With our variety of classes and activities, we truly offer something for everyone!
If you know someone whose child currently does not attend our schools but who could benefit from what
we have to offer, please share this information with them. The open enrollment deadline for the 2022-23
school year is March 1, 2022. The application can be found at http://www.fdschools.org/en/
student_registration/ or is available in the superintendent’s office at the FDCSD Central Office.

Tell Me Something Good!
Got news? Is something good happening in your school
or your child's school that the community should know
about? Do you have good news to share about a class
project, school activities, student and staff achievements
or interesting people in the District? If so, the FDCSD
Communications department wants to know and help
spread the word! There is now a Tell Me Something Good
form located under Departments, Communications on
our fdschools.org website. Please use it to share news
about great things happening in your child’s school.

Jordyn St, John is a new mentor this year. She used to
work in the schools and saw the excitement the students expressed when it was time to meet with their
mentors. She became a mentor because she wanted
to be a person a student could rely on and be excited
to have visit. Her favorite part of being a mentor so
far is the time she gets to spend building trust and
friendship with her student. She loved seeing his face
when she told him that she would be coming to see
him every week to spend time with him. She enjoys
being a mentor because she gets to make a positive
impact on her students life and be a listening ear we
can all use from time to time. To learn more about
becoming a FDCSD mentor, contact Corey Moody at
515-574-5469.

It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, gender, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, services, and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Dr. Stephanie Anderson (Director of Elementary Education), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Secondary
Education), Central Administration Office, 109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (576-1161) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for
U. S. Department of Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Pamela Stangeland,
Director of Special Education/Special Needs, 515-574-5675).
The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Kimberly Whitmore, who can be reached at 574-5657 or 109 North 25th Street, Fort
Dodge, IA 50501.
The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Dr. Stephanie Anderson (Director of Elementary Education), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Secondary Education). They can be reached at 576-5678 or 109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA
50501. The alternate is Pam Stangeland. She can be reached at 574-5675 or 109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.
The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Dr. Stephanie Anderson (Director of Elementary Education), and Dr. Kirsten
Doebel (Director of Secondary Education). They can be reached at 576-5678 or 109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.

