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Thankfulness and Positivity,

As we finish up 2021 there could be a list of things that were challenging, difficult and even down right
negative between an ongoing pandemic, social unrest and scenes of violence that flash through news media.
However, I have learned that what you see is more determined by what you look for than what is out there.
You see, there is a unique blend of positives and negatives with every situation, it just depends on what you
are focused on. Today, I choose to focus on the celebrations of our school, the positive things happening at
Duncombe Elementary and the things we have to be thankful for.
We have great kids and great staff at Duncombe Elementary. In the
picture above you see Mrs. Dohrn’s 2nd grade classroom as they are
being presented a check for $1,000 from the Greater Iowa Credit Union
accompanied by “Cy” and some members of the ISU athletic
department. Mrs. Dorhn was awarded her grant to improve the
learning environment in her classroom by purchasing more sensory
related items and furniture. This is a great celebration for kids and
staff!
On December 16th Mrs. Feddersen and
her 3rd, 4th and 5th grade TAG
students put on a fantastic project
presentation display. Students
presented projects they were
passionate about from recycling to
robots, from animals to equality for all
people. The presentations involved videography, public speaking, visual aids and as you can see in the
picture, they presented to parents who learned a lot of great things!!
Tis the season to be thankful. Duncombe Elementary is very thankful for
a wonderful group of volunteers on our Booster Club that help support our
students and teachers all year long. Above you see four of our Booster
Club members that surprised our teachers with some treats before Winter
Break.
Finally, one of Duncombe’s oldest
traditions is singing Christmas Carols
before holiday break. We were able to once again have this tradition for our
students the three days before break. Sometimes it is that return to old
time traditions that gives us a sense of normalcy and sometimes is a simple
act of singing a song together as an entire school that offers that human
connection that we so desperately need.
Thank you for what you did to make 2021 great and we can’t wait to see what 2022 has in store for us!!
Happy Holidays,
Love, Serve, Care
Mr. Flaherty

Some fun study time in Mrs. Reisner’s room

News from Nurse Leslie
Head Lice awareness helps to prevent your child from contracting head lice. Any time children come
together, such as at the beginning of the school year and at sleepovers, head lice cases commonly increase.
Please encourage your child not to share or trade personal items such as hats, combs, brushes, headbands,
or barrettes.
Direct head-to-head contact is the usual method of transmission. Lice do not jump, fly, or swim. They are,
however, good crawlers. Check your child’s head weekly for lice and/or nits (eggs). Mature lice, which are
no larger than a sesame seed, avoid light and are hard to see. Lice eggs, called nits, are usually found very
close to the scalp, typically within ¼ of an inch. They look like tiny whitish ovals that are glued to the hair
shaft. Unlike dandruff and styling product residue, they cannot easily be flicked away. Check your child
regularly.
Head lice do not spread disease and are not a serious medical condition. They cannot survive on pets. If
you find head lice on your child, please treat them before sending them back to school. Continue to
examine all family members for 3 weeks, treating any lice found and combing out nits on a daily basis.
For more information on head lice or its treatment, please feel free to contact the school office or your
local health department. Thank you for your help and support.

Ms. Montgomery’s class really got in to the holiday spirit!

A little fun with
the first snowfall!

It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School
District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, ancestry, age, gender, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, national origin, disability, physical
attributes, religion, political party preference, political
belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or
potential parental, family or marital status in its
programs, services, and employment practices. If you
have questions or grievances related to this policy,
please contact Dr. Stephanie Anderson, Director of
Elementary Education, and Dr. Kirsten Doebel, Director
of Secondary Education, Central Administration Office,
109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, 515-5745678, or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division
for U. S. Department of Education Office, 500 W.
Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544.
(Alternate for Section 504 is Pamela Stangeland,
Director of Special Needs, 515-574-5675).
The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative
Action is Kimberly Whitmore, who can be reached at
515-574-5657 or 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA
50501.
The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/
Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Dr.
Stephanie Anderson, Director of Elementary Education,
and Dr. Kirsten Doebel, Director of Secondary
Education. They can be reached at 515-576-5678 or
109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate
is Pamela Stangeland, Director of Special Needs. She
can be reached at 515-574-5675 or 109 N 25th Street,
Fort Dodge, IA 50501.
The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and
Allegations are Dr. Stephanie Anderson, Director of
Elementary Education, and Dr. Kirsten Doebel, Director
of Secondary Education. They can be reached at 515576-5678 or 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.

Know Someone Who Wants to
Be a Dodger?
Open Enrollment Deadline for 2022-23 is
March 1, 2022
Our mission at the FDCSD is to provide quality
learning experiences and build relationships that
develop productive citizens ready for their futures. A
child’s educational experiences including
coursework, activities and relationships, will prepare
him for his future; what his post-secondary
experience will be and the career choice he will make.
With our variety of classes and activities, we truly
offer something for everyone!
If you know someone whose child currently does not
attend our schools but who could benefit from what
we have to offer, please share this information with
them. The open enrollment deadline for the 2022-23
school year is March 1, 2022. The application can be
found at http://www.fdschools.org/en/
student_registration/ or is available in the
superintendent’s office at the FDCSD Central Office.

Tell Me Something Good!
Got news? Is something good happening in your
school or your child's school that the community
should know about? Do you have good news to
share about a class project, school activities,
student and staff achievements or interesting
people in the District? If so, the FDCSD
Communications department wants to know and
help spread the word! There is now a Tell Me
Something Good form located under
Departments, Communications on our
fdschools.org website. Please use it to share
news about great things happening in your child’s
school.

