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Important Dates
No School– Teacher PD
October 4
Scholastic Book Fair
October 18-21
Fall Parent Teacher Conferences
October 19 4-8pm
October 21 8-12pm & 4 pm-8pm
No School
October 21– 22
Family Fall Engagement Event
& Halloween Parade
October 29 1:45-2:30
ECC School Pictures
November 3

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRINCIPAL
Dear ECC Families,
It is hard to believe it is October. It has been my sincere pleasure meeting your children and
getting to know them. I’m working hard on learning their names. I am inspired by the students
and staff here at the ECC, not only because of their hard work and kindness, but also because
everyone is taking the challenges the pandemic continues to throw our way with a positive
attitude, blessed we are back at school and knowing we are “Better Together”! The ECC is in the
initial stages of becoming a Leader in Me school where students are taught and practice the 7
Habits of Highly Effective People. The Leader in Me program empowers young people to make
positive, effective, and responsible choices by introducing and reinforcing the 7 Habits, a set of
leadership and life skills from Stephen Covey’s book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. We
spent the month of September getting to know all of our scholars and we introduced Habit 1 “Be
Proactive” - “I am in charge of me.” This Habit is the key to moving from dependence to personal
reasonability. This means the child is in charge of their choices, the consequences of those choices,
how they respond in every situation, and their personal belongings. Please ask your child to give
you examples and checkout additional resources and activities at home in this newsletter. Our
scholars have become experts at following the school wide and classroom expectations aligned
with the core beliefs of Respect, Integrity, Empathy and Leadership. They have earned over
10,000 Leader Slips and have earned a school wide Bingo celebration.
Classes are now in full swing and our academic programming is under way. We have completed
our first round of FAST Universal Reading and Math screening. Our staff have worked
collaboratively to analyze the results and plan and prepare instruction based on our scholars
needs. Parent teacher conferences will soon be approaching. Thank you for your participation in
this process and for
supporting your child’s education.
I am grateful for your partnership an look forward to watching our scholars grow as leaders and
learners this year! If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call or stop by.
Together We Rise,
#eccworldchangers
Best Regards,
Carmen Banwart, ECC

Leader Slip
Banner

A Message from the office:
Nurse: Happy Fall! We have been off

to a busy start of the school year! As a
reminder, if your child has a fever or is ill, he/
she must be fever free without the use of
Tylenol/Motrin for 24 hours, on antibiotics for
24 hours and symptoms improving and no
vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hours before
returning to school.
Hearing screens for all preschool students
will be held Wednesday October 19th and
Kindergarten/TK student hearing screenings
will be Wednesday November 3rd. Vision
screenings for all students at the ECC will be
Tuesday October 26th.
Finally, Dental Screenings for Kindergarten
and TK students only will be Thursday
October 28th. Kindergarten parents, if you
have not turned in a completed dental or
vision form for your child, we will send home
a permission slip so your child can get
screened here at school. Please fill these out
and return them back to school with your
child.
If you have any questions or concerns
regarding your child, feel free to call me at
574-5895.
Thank you, Amy Ulrich, ECC School Nurse

FLU SHOT CLINICS FOR
STUDENTS
The Webster County Health
Department will be offering flu
shot clinics for students at each
attendance center this
fall. Watch for details and the
consent form to be shared with
families as details are finalized.

Secretary:

Just a friendly reminder: If your

child is going to be absent/tardy, please call the
office (515-574-5740)


Preschool dismisses at 2:45 and TK/
kindergarten dismisses at 3:10. Instruction
takes place up until these times. It
is important that your child remains in school
until dismissal time in order to be a part of all
the important learning that is taking place
each day.
 Try to schedule appointments for your child
after the school day. If you must pick your
student up early for an appointment, please
notify the office as early in the day as
possible. The office is a busy place all day,
but especially as the end of the school day
draws near. Families who need to pick their
child up early should make arrangements to
do so prior to 2:30. This should be on rare
occasions, not every day or your student will
miss out on learning.
 Preschool families use the door on the east
side of the building to enter the school to pick
students up at 2:45. Preschool students are
signed out of their classroom each day when
they are picked up. TK/kindergarten families
should only use the main entrance on the
south side of the school to pick kids up. They
should not be using the east door to enter the
school early to pick up their child. This is for
the safety of all of our students.
 Please be respectful of the neighbors around
the school during arrival and dismissal. We
appreciate you following these expectations
for dismissal!

A message from the Classrooms:
Hello K3 Families! We began the year by building strong
relationships and setting up routines at school! In math,
we began our year exploring math tools and we just
began our second unit which will focus on numbers 1-10.
In modules we are focused on toys and play. This
learning is about how to take care of our materials and
of each other! We will spend this first half of the year
learning all of our letters and sounds, which will take
place during our skills time. This is our subject focused
on reading and writing. So far we have learned a, t, p,
and h! In the upcoming month you will receive
information about our first Family Engagement event,
we hope to see you all there!
Kindergarten Team 3 - Ms. Blowers, Ms. Crooks, Mrs.
McCarville, and Ms. Merrill

TK Adventures

In literacy we are working with letters Aa-Ff. Please
encourage your child to identify things around the
house, neighborhood and community that begin with
those letters/letter sounds. Also, encourage your child
to find those letters within their books and of course
any chance you get read read read!
We have also been discussing various authors and
illustrators such as Ezra Jack Keats and Juanita Havill
and what specifically they do as authors and
illustrators.
In math we have been exploring 2D and 3D shapes.
Sorting objects by different attributes, such as size,
shape, and color. Our students have also spent a lot of
time subitizing and counting 1:1. Counting or sorting toys
such as cars, legos, crayons etc. at home would be a
great way to practice at home. If you have steps in your
house, counting those when you go up and down can also
be a fun way to practice counting.
During our social skills time we have been discussing
being accountable for our actions. You are in charge of
you. You make your own choices. Also we have had many
conversations over what color we are feeling, blue,
green, yellow, or red and ways we can stay in the green.
Also encouraging kiddos to use their words not their
hands.
Great start to our year!
Mrs. Parman and Ms. Gjurkovitsch

A message from the Classrooms:
Happy fall kindergarten families! We have
gotten off to a wonderful start at the ECC.
Students have been practicing and learning all the
expectations and routines.
We have begun our phonics instruction by
introducing the letters “a” and “t”. With these
letters, students learned the sound they make and
a keyword that goes along with the letter.
In math we have spent a lot of time
exploring our math tools and figuring out different
ways we can count collections of objects.
During our social emotional learning time,
we have been introducing t7 Habits of Happy Kids.
We started with habit one which is to be proactive.
Students are learning to take charge of
themselves. kkkk
As October approaches, keep a look out for
information about conferences. They will be held
on October 19th and 21st. Keep doing great things
ECC families!
Kindergarten Team 1: Ms. Pigman, Mrs. Gaillard,
Mrs. Russell, and Mrs. Findley
In literacy this month we have jumped right
into working on our letters and sounds. We
started with working on the letters and
sounds in our names and will also work on
the letters a, t, h, and c. Each time we learn
a new letter, we learn the letter name, letter
sound, visual sign, how to write the upper
and lowercase letter, and we also brainstorm
some words that begin with the letter. We
have also started to read a lot of books that
help us learn how to play with our friends
and our materials appropriately. In math
this month we have been learning about the
tools in our classroom that we can use to
help us count. We are working on counting,
saying one number for each item that we
count, and answering the question “how
many”. We have been learning a fun way to
count called subitizing which is where we
see a group of things and tell how many
without even counting. We are trying to do
this with groups of 1-3 objects. We also
practice our counting and cardinality each
day using the pattern blocks, geoblocks,
snap cubes, and counting books.
Kindergarten Team 2: Ms. Adochio, Ms.
Axtell, Mrs. Foval, Mrs. Olson

From our Preschool
Classrooms:
Preschool has had a successful first
month of school! In all of the
preschool classrooms, we are
finishing up our “First 6 Weeks of
School” study. During this time, we
have been learning about: the
names of our classroom peers/ staff,
how to manage our emotions and
problem solve some solutions to feel
better, learning the rules in different
areas of our school, our daily
routines, and making friendships.
We have also had school volunteers
come into the classrooms to talk
about their job and what their
responsibilities are in our school.
Our next preschool study will be
learning about “Trees”.

Fall Conferences will be scheduled
through a link that is sent out and/
or available on the District’s
webpage. You will schedule your
time slot with your student’s
teacher!
October 19th Conferences will be
held from 4—8PM
October 21st Conferences will be
held from 8AM—12PM & 4—8PM
We can’t wait to meet with you and
share all of the exciting things
we’ve learned so far this year!

ECC Family Liaison
Happy 2021-2022 School Year!!
My name is Shelia Roberts. I am the Family Liaison at the Early
Childhood Learning Center. Some of the services I provide:
I am available to help any student/family with obtaining
insurance, getting students to appointments, and collaborating with various agencies within our
community to ensure students and their families obtain the help they need. I am available to
meet with students and their families, to make and to coordinate any other services that are
needed, such as social services, insurance, mental health evaluations, food, clothing, housing,
etc.
Available resources:
Free clothing at First Baptist Church 515-573-3517
Upper Des Moines 515-576-7774
Food Pantries:
Holy Trinity Catholic Food Pantry 515-955-6077
Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry 515-576-7586

Proteus 515-573-8225
Salvation Army 515-576-1281

Financial Assistance:
United Way 515-573-3179
Webster County Health 515-573-4107
Bridging the Gap 515-955-8880
Salvation Army 515-576-1281
In addition, the website, fortdodgeresources.com, has a variety of community resources that
may be of some assistance:
One of my goals is to help students reach their utmost potential by providing them with additional
support. I can be reached at sroberts@fdschools.org or 515.574.5740.

Leader In Me Family Activity
to do at Home

Dodger Academy After School Program Update
1. Students have started working with STEM activities 1-2 days per week during our Academic Power Hour.
a. Kindergarten and 1st grade students are doing “Story Time Stem” where students will read a book,
decide on the problem and work out a solution to the problem. Students will be working with Bee
Bots, which are little robots that look like bees. John McBride is the teacher leading the activity.
b. 2nd and 3rd grade students will be doing FIRST LEGO League Explore (FLL), where they will focus on a
theme and then create items using LEGO Bricks. We are still working out the details since we are
waiting for the kits and curriculum to arrive. This will tentatively take place starting in mid October and
Maggie Davis will be the teacher leading this activity.

c. 4th and 5th grade students are working with VEX-IQ robots. Students are able to build the robots and
will be able to program them to complete simple tasks such as moving, sliding and lifting different
items. Students are also able to drive the robots using remote controls. Ed Birkey and Maggie Davis
are the teachers leading this activity.
2. Dodger Academy has started a partnership with KwikStar to encourage students to read. While students are
able to attend our program 20 days per month, if they complete the reading activity at least 15 days, they will
receive a coupon for a free slice of pizza or garden salad from KwikStar.
3. Dodger Academy is also partnering with Iowa Department of Public Health/ Webster County Health to have
students learn about healthy eating and living habits by doing presentations and hands-on activities with our
students. The first meeting will take place on October 27th and Erica Loerts will be leading this activity.

4. Dodger Academy Staff will be available during conferences if you would like to learn more about our program
and what we have to offer. A table will be set up in each school Tuesday October 19th and Thursday October
21st from 4 –6 p.m. Dodger Academy is available to all TK - 5th grade students from around the District from
3:15—6:00 p.m. on school days. Transportation is provided to Butler Elementary. Childcare Assistance is
accepted for payment.

National School Bus Safety Week: October 17-23
The school bus is the safest vehicle on the road. Students are
about 70 times more likely to get to school safely when taking a
school bus instead of traveling by car. The greatest risk to
children is not riding a bus, but approaching or leaving
one. Teach your children to follow these practices to make
school bus transportation safer.
 Safety Starts at the Bus Stop. Your child should arrive at
least 5 minutes before the bus is scheduled to arrive.
Remind your student to wait for the bus at least three giant
steps (6 feet) from the curb.
 Get On and Off Safely. When the bus arrives, your child should wait until it comes to a complete
stop, the door opens and the driver says it’s ok before approaching the door. Encourage kids to use the
handrails.
 Use Caution Around the Bus. Remind your child to never walk behind a school bus. If you child must
cross the street in front of the bus tell him/her to walk along the sidewalk or side of the street to a place
at least 5 giant steps (10 feet) in front of the bus before crossing. You child should make eye contact with
the driver to ensure the driver can see him/her.
In addition, drivers can make school bus transportation
safer by learning and obeying the school bus laws.
 Yellow flashing lights indicate the bus is preparing to
stop to load or unload children. Motorists should slow
down and prepare to stop their vehicles.
 Red flashing lights and extended stop arms indicate
the bus has stopped and children are getting on or off
the bus. Motorists must stop their cars and wait until the red lights stop flashing, the extended stop arm
is withdrawn and the bus begins moving again before they can start driving again.
Thanks for helping us keep our kids safe on our school buses!
It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, political
belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, services, and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Dr. Stephanie Anderson (Director of
Elementary Education), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Secondary Education), Central Administration Office, 109 North 25 th
Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (576-1161) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of Education Office,
500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Pamela Stangeland, Director of Special
Education/Special Needs, 515-574-5675).
The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Kimberly Whitmore, who can be reached at 576-1161 or 109 North 25th
Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.
The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Dr. Stephanie Anderson
(Director of Elementary Education), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Secondary Education). They can be reached at 576-1161 or
109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate is Pam Stangeland. She can be reached at 574-5675 or 109 North 25th
Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.
The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Dr. Stephanie Anderson (Director of Elementary Education),
and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Secondary Education). They can be reached at 576-1161 or 109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA
50501.

