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Principal’s Message 
 

November and December are months 
that remind us to be thankful and 
grateful. In this month’s edition of the 
newsletter, I have chosen to highlight 
some of those things at Fort Dodge 
Middle School that I am proud of, 
grateful or thankful for.   
 
Success in the Quiz Bowls:    

Each grade level of Talented and 
Gifted students participated in a fall 
quiz bowl, competing in an online quiz 
competition. Each grade level 
performed well enough to qualify for 
the national competition in the spring. 

Here are the exact results on how our grades 
compared to the rest of the state of Iowa: 
 
5th Grade: 1st Place 
6th Grade: 15th Place 
7th Grade: 6th Place 
8th Grade: 9th Place 

 
 
Author Visit: 
Best selling author of “The Hate U Give,” Angie 
Thomas, visited FDSH via Skype and over 30 FDMS 
students were able to interact with her, ask her 
questions about her experiences in school, as a kid 
and now as a best selling author. Having our students 
connect with an author the caliber of Angie Thomas is 
another great way for our students to connect what 
they are doing today, with what they may do in the 
future to earn a living. 
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

 

December 

3rd - 7th/8th Grade Band Concert 

4th - 5th/6th Grade Band Concert 

6th - Second Quarter Midterm 

6th - Winter Orchestra Concert 

11th - 6th Grade Choir Concert 

18th - 7th/8th Grade Choir Concert 

24-31st - Winter Break NO SCHOOL 

 

January 

1st - Winter Break NO SCHOOL 

16th - Last Day of 2nd Quarter 

17th - First Day of 3rd Quarter 

21st - MLK Day NOSCHOOL 

**Possible Snow Make-Up Day** 

23rd - *Correction - Cycle Day 4* 

24th - 8th Grade Parent Night @ SH 

 

Principal’s Message continued… 
 
The Link Program:    
This year we have partnered each of our 
classrooms with a local business in order to 
close the gap from school and education to the 
world of work. This program has brought guest 
speakers, demonstrations and hands on learning 
into our school and has taken our students out 
to places of employment. For 10-14 year old 
students it is sometimes challenging to the find 
the relevance or meaning to learning their 
classroom content, however, as they see their 
learning in action in actual jobs this gap is 
significantly closed. My hope is that we continue 
to connect learning with future jobs and get kids 
connected with areas they are passionate and 
skilled in. 

 
OPUS and All State Band: 
Fort Dodge Middle School qualified five singers 
for the state OPUS competition and two students 
for all state band. For these seven musicians this 
is a tremendous accomplishment as they were 
competing with hundreds of musicians across 
the state of Iowa.  Here are the names of the 
students: 
 
OPUS: 
5th Grade:  Jillian Leman 
6th Grade:  Micah Flaherty 
7th Grade:  Amy Miller 
8th Grade:  Grace Casciato, Ryan Madden 
 
All State Band: 
Aaron Amhoff on 
Trumpet and Ryan 
Madden on Trombone 
 
 
 

Mr. Flaherty 
FDMS Principal 



 

 
 
 
 

 

I am Dave 
Doebel and I 
transferred 

to Fort 
Dodge 
Middle 

School from 
the High 
School 
where I 

occupied a 
similar position for several 

years. My wife, Kirsten and I just 
celebrated our 20th wedding 
anniversary and have three 

sons, Max, Colby and Gavin, all 
in  the Fort Dodge schools. We 

have a two year old English 
Mastiff named Lucille and a cat 

named Gilligan. While not at 
school I enjoy walking the trails, 
reading and watching movies. I 

look forward to seeing growth in 
students, staff and myself this 

year.  

 
 

 
 

 

My name is 
Julie Young  
and before I 
came to Fort 

Dodge Middle 
School I 

worked as a 
para-educator 

at Cooper 
Elementary 

while completing my teaching 
degree.  

I have three boys, 19, 18 and 7. My 
oldest son is in the army, my 18 year 
old is a senior at Fort Dodge Senior 
High and my 7 year old is a second 
grader. I am married to the love of 

my life and he works as a wind 
turbine technician. We recently 

adopted a rescue dog named Cy. He 
might be the cutest, meanest Boston 

Terrier you have ever seen.  
I am passionate about advocating for 
and encouraging survivors of abuse. 

I love to dance in my kitchen and 
pretend I am on, "So You Think You 

Can Dance".  
This year at FDMS I am most looking 

forward to having each one of my 
students know that they are loved 
and have what it takes to succeed. 

I absolutely love my job at the 
middle school and the team I have 

the privilege of working with! 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

My name is Brooke 
Bleeker and I am the 

8th grade math 
teacher in the gold 
pod at Fort Dodge 

Middle School. 
Before I was here, I 

was working in 
Germany. I was 
finishing up my 

degree last fall and 
was selected to be 
part of a student 
teaching abroad program. While I 

was in Germany, a position opened 
up and I accepted a long term 

teaching position as the 4th grade 
English speaking teacher. When I 
came back, I got the job at Fort 

Dodge Middle School almost right 
away. This year I am looking forward 

to working with my coaches and 
colleagues to becoming a better 

teacher, and working with my 
students to create engaging lessons 
with this new math curriculum. I also 

plan to start a masters program. 
Aside from working, I love to travel, 
read, and watch crime shows. My 

parents live in Rochester, MN where 
me and my three siblings often 

congregate to play games, laugh, 
and just have a good time.  



5A ORANGE met with their 
Link partners at Iowa 

Central and learned about 
STEM classes, such as 

Robotics and Engineering. 
They were even treated to 
a free lunch at the Triton 

Cafe!  

 



 

 
***The 8 Blue pod 

participated in the 2018 
Iowa straw poll. The 
students had a great 
time researching the 

candidates and getting 
into the political 

process. In the next 
quarter we will move 

into the Revolutionary 
War and the creation of  

our nation. I look 
forward to seeing the 
improvements your 

students will make this 
quarter. For more 

updates on what is going 
on in social studies 

class follow 
@mr.mcclimon on 

Instagram.  

In Language Class the students are 
writing, writing, writing.  They read the 

book Inside Out & Back Again by 
Thanhha Lai. It is a book about a young 

girl and her family and how they 
experienced the Vietnam war.  The 
students are doing “Quick Writes”, 

which have a focus statement, three 
pieces of  textual evidence to support 
their thinking, and the Quick Write is 

ended with a concluding 
statement.  This year we are focusing 

on textual evidence in Language, 
Reading, and Social Studies. Being a 

good writer will help equip our students 
to be more prepared for high school, 

college and beyond. 

https://www.instagram.com/mr.mcclimon/?hl=en


 

Our students are becoming readers! 8th graders have 
researched various book awards to try to figure out what it 
takes for a book to receive an award. Each student chose an 
award winning book to read for this unit.  We are spending 
our class time talking about books, journaling and most 
importantly reading. Make sure to ask your student about the 
book they are reading!  

In Math we are working on dilating points, lines and 
shapes.  We learned that all dilations need a center point to 
dilate from and a scale factor.  We will then use our 
knowledge of  dilation to prove if  shapes are similar. We will 
finish the unit up with slope and then move onto 
equations.  The equations unit should be starting about the 
first of  December.  

Science is continually evolving! We just finished up our units 
on natural selection and evolution. The kids are getting pretty 
excited about digging into sound and light in our upcoming 
weeks. From telephones to record 
players, our students will be 
experiencing a variety of  phenomena 
involving sound. How does sound 
work? What do you need for sound to 
work? Be sure to ask your student--
they’ll soon be experts! 



 



 



 

 

 

 

2019-2020 Preschool                      

Pre-Registration Opens December 3  

Preschool pre-registration for the 2019-20 

school year opens December 3 at the Fort 

Dodge Community School District.  To be 

eligible to attend preschool in the fall of 

2019, children must be four years old by 

September 15, 2019. Preschool hours are 

8 a.m. to 2:15 p.m., with the doors 

opening at 7:30 a.m. 

Research shows children can gain a 

variety of skills by attending preschool 

and it helps prepare them for 

kindergarten.  Students learn to follow 

directions and work cooperatively with 

each other.  They are exposed to letters, 

numbers, shapes, colors and more.  

Preschool students learn how to 

socialize, share and get along with other 

children.  In addition, they gain a sense of 

self, self-control and build their 

confidence in themselves and what they 

can do. 

To complete the online pre-registration 

for preschool at Riverside Early Learning 

Center, please visit the FDCSD Central 

Administration Building, 104 South 17
th

 

Street.  Parents/guardians need to bring 

proof of guardianship (birth certificate, 

DHS documents, court documents, tax 

documents), immunization records and 

address verification when they come to 

pre-register. A $50 non-refundable 

deposit is due at the time of pre-

registration to hold a student’s spot. 

Families will need to complete the full 

registration process during the summer 

of 2019.  

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

From The Attendance Office:  

 

Phone Messages:  

Every day around 2:30pm, we call students to 
the office for any message they have received 
during the day. Please ensure you have called 
in before this time. Also, please keep in mind 
that with close to 1,200 students, if you have a 
reoccurring message, please discuss this with 
your child in the morning before school. This 
will help us keep classroom interruptions to a 
minimum.  

Early Dismissals From School:  

There will not be early dismissals from school 
this year unless classes need to be dismissed 
for weather-related reasons. 

Time of Arrival at School:  

Students should not arrive at school before 
7:30, as supervisors are not on duty before 
that time. The doors open and breakfast starts 
at 7:30. Please help us keep your children safe 
by not sending them to school before that time.  

Checking Out of School:  

Please sign and send a written note to school if 
your child has to leave school during the day. 
They are to bring it directly to the office first 
thing in the morning for office personnel to 
sign. They will then show that note to their 
teacher to get excused from class and bring the 
note to the office to check out.  

Parents are required to pick up their child on 
the South side. They will be waiting in the 
office or door  area until you arrive. If they 
return to school, they must first check in with 
the office for attendance purposes before 
returning to class. 

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE POLICY 

FDCSD students will act in a 

responsible manner in school, on 

school grounds and at all school 

sponsored activities. Students, staff 

and guests will treat each other with 

respect and courtesy, use appropriate 

behavior and language, and follow 

expectations.  Here is our 

complete School Discipline Policy for 

your review.  

Keep connected with FDMS: 
 

It is important to call your son/

daughter in absent if they are going 

to be late or miss a day of school. 

Please call the number below when 

your child is unable to make it to 

school.  

ATTENDANCE LINE: 574-5711  

Follow us on Facebook 
at Fort Dodge Middle 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
at @FDCSD 
 
 
Check the Virtual 
Backpack at 
www.fdschools.org 

http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf


Jahleeyah Garnica 
is the Middle School 

Student of the Month. 
The 5A team of Lexi 

Lara, Rebecca Gascho 
and Terry Madden 

nominated 
Garnica.  They said 

Garnica has an 
eagerness to learn and 
a desire to do well in 

school. She is a responsible student who 
stays focused and participates in class. 
When working in a group Garnica keeps 

others on track and acts as the group 
leader. She listens attentively and is not 

afraid to ask questions when she is 
unclear about things. She shows 

kindness and respect to students and 
staff alike and goes out of her way to give 

everyone a smile. They concluded by 
saying, “The best thing about Jahleeyah 
is she doesn’t behave a certain way for 

the accolades and praise. Being 
respectful, responsible, safe and kind is 

who she is to the core. She can be trusted 
to make the right choices and always 

shows kindness to others, regardless of 
who they are.” She is the daughter of 

Sherri Hill.  

 

Non-Discrimination Policies 
It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, 
gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, 

political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, services, 
and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Steph Anderson (Director of 
Student Services - Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary), Central Administration Office, 
104 South 17

th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (576-1161) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of 

Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Lynnae Harvey, Direc-
tor of Special Education/Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

 Abuse/Harassment Reporting 
The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Steph Anderson (Director 
of Student Services - Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary).  They can be reached at 

576-1161 or 104 South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.  The alternate is Corey Moody.  He can be reached at 574-5469 or 819 

North 25
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Steph Anderson (Director of Student Services - Elementary), 
and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary).  They can be reached at 576-1161 or 104 South 17

th
 Street, 

Fort Dodge, IA 50501.    
  

Affirmative Action Compliance 
The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Robert Hughes.  He can be reached at 574-5657 or 104 S. 17

th
 St., 

Fort Dodge. 

tel:(515)%20574-5675

