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A Few Notes From Mr. Flaherty’s Office: 

 

Moving Forward with Math and Families:   
 

On January 8th and 20th, Fort Dodge Middle School hosted a Family Engagement Event for 6th 
Grade Parents.  I want to extend a big thank you to all the 
families that were able to make it to one of the 
events.  During the events we showed families some of the 
strategies we use to teach mathematics in the classroom, 
we discussed the results of a recent math assessment and 
then we gave families the tools to play some games at 
home that would help reinforce math skills at home. As we 
look toward the future, we will be planning more Family 
Engagement Events at FDMS, look for the promotion of 
these events and please plan to join us as we connect the 
learning that happens at school with things that happen at 
home.  Below are some photos from the math event. 

 

Some Important Upcoming Items: 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences: 
 

Conferences will be held on the following dates and times:  
 

*5th Grade:   February 6th   2:00 - 4:00 and 5:00 - 8:00 
 

*6th, 7th and 8th Grade:    February 6th   2:00 - 4:00 and 5:00 - 8:00 

    February 8th   4:00 - 7:30 
 

Make plans to come and visit with our staff about how your son or daughter is progressing through 
their learning experiences at Fort Dodge Middle School.    
 

Iowa Assessment Testing: 
 

Iowa Assessments are our state mandated standardized test we take each year.  These tests will 
help measure how much our students have grown in areas such as math problem solving, reading 
comprehension and science.  Please mark your calendars for March 14th which will be the first day 
of Iowa Assessment testing this year. We will have a more detailed schedule for testing and some 
helpful test taking tips in the March newsletter.  

 



A Few Notes From Mr. Flaherty’s Office Continued: 

A Picture Worth Celebrating: 
 

Below is a picture of our 8th grade students and families as they visited Fort Dodge Senior 
High to learn more about the transition to 9th grade and toured the building.   It is so exciting 
to see a packed gymnasium with our families and students investing in their future. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Award Winning Author Visit: 
 

On February 1st Fort Dodge Middle School will be hosting award winning author Kwame 
Alexander.  Kwame will do a presentation to our students about his style of writing, about his 
passion for books and then offer a chance to kids to ask him questions about his 
journey.  Be sure to ask your kids about Kwame Alexander and what they learned from his 
visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Mr. Flaherty 
FDMS Principal 

 



 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY: 

6th  TK-8 Conferences 2:00-8:00pm - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

8th  TK-8 Conferences 4:00-7:30pm 

19th  President’s Day - Snow Make-Up Day - THERE WILL BE SCHOOL! 

21st  PreK-12 Professional Development - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

 

MARCH: 

7th   PreK-12 Professional Development - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

14th  Iowa Assessments Testing Begins 

21st  PreK-12 Professional Development - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

29th-April 2nd  Spring Break - NO SCHOOL 

 

***The last day of school is now June 4th due to snow make-up days*** 

 



Newsletter 
Fort Dodge Middle School 

Greetings from the 6th grade Gold Team! We have been working to get our 
students back into a solid routine after winter break. This has been a longer process 
than expected with the addition of a few unexpected snow days. As always, we will 
continue to drive home our building and classroom expectations in order to 
promote productive classrooms. 

In social studies, we have finished up our unit on Ancient Egypt and are 
currently learning about Ancient Greece. Specifically, we started by learning about 
the cities and landforms and are currently learning about the Iliad and the Odyssey, 
two epic myths that were written by Homer. You may recall the story about the 
Trojan Horse that ended the war between the Greeks and the city of Troy.  If not, 
our sixth graders should be able to tell you the tale. We will continue to learn about 
Sparta, Athens and the many conflicts that arose in this area of the world.   

In Reading, they have been learning about Greek Mythology as well this first 
semester. They are currently reading Percy Jackson and The Lightning Thief. The 
reading skills that they are focusing on are inferencing, citing text evidence, and 
practicing strategies that good readers use.   
Science has been enLIGHTening as we have just finished our unit on the 
electromagnetic spectrum with our main focus being on visible light.  We are now 
comparing what we learned with light to our new knowledge of how sound works. 
For instance, while light can travel through space, sound cannot. Sound must have a 
medium, like air, in order to travel. 
 Our math teachers at the middle school have recently provided an awesome 
opportunity to get families involved in teaching math at home. They hosted two 
Family Math Days at the middle school. The focus was on fluency of math facts. They 
talked about fact fluency and how it was causing a lot of frustration with our 
students. They talked about strategies on how to question their child. They were 
also given some great activities to work on at home to promote fluency of math 
facts. These strategies are not secrets. If you were not able to make these days but 
would still like these strategies to help your student become fluent, please contact 
your students math teacher. 
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Where were you before FDMS?   
Prior to Iowa I worked as a teacher on the island of 
O'ahu in Hawaii. I worked at Waianae Elementary for 5 
years as a 6th grade teacher.  Then, I worked at Ka 
Waihona O Ka Na'auao PCS for 5 years as a 6th grade 
teacher, then as a 7th and 8th grade Language Arts 
Teacher.  I moved to Iowa in 2010:  Worked at Wells 
Fargo as a Service Manager for 5 1/2 years, then I 
worked at Meskwaki Settlement School as a 6th grade 
teacher.  Now I'm currently a 5th grade teacher at 
FDMS. 
 
Family:   
I am married to Alexander Maldonado.  We have 4 
children. The 2 eldest are boys and the 2 youngest are 
girls.  Their ages are 18, 16, 13, and 2.   
 
Pets:   
I have 3 fish and 2 dogs.  Biggy is my male Mini Pin who's my absolute favorite little 
creature. He is so loyal and protects me with loud barks. Nani is my little mutt. She's 
a Chihuahua Terrier mix and so lovable.  
 
Hobbies/Interests:   
Dancing, singing, spending time with my children/family, and playing Candy Crush.  
 
What I look forward to at FDMS?   
Prior to moving here, I always took pride in this profession. However, being that it 
took me almost 6 years to be hired as a teacher in Iowa, despite all of the many 
attempts and positive accolades, I had moments of believing that I would never be 
hired to do the thing that I was born and called to do. This terrible experience has 
given me a heightened perspective of my calling. Each day, no matter how tired I may 
feel or how many times my buttons were pushed, I walk into the school feeling 
blessed and appreciative that I get to be a teacher again.  I look forward to coming to 
school each day and seeing the faces of my students. I look forward to all the 
moments I get to spend with my 5 Gold teachers, administration, and other colleague 
friends.  Most of all, I look forward to teaching at FDMS for a very long time! 
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Hannah Drummond is the Middle 

School Student of the Month. She was 

nominated by both Diane Pratt and by the 

students and teachers of the 8 Respect team. 

They said Drummond invests herself 

thoughtfully in every assignment and 

organizes herself so her work is completed 

with quality. She encourages and is willing to 

help others.  Drummond epitomizes the PBIS 

expectations of responsibility, kindness, 

respect and safety. Her classmates said she is 

nice to everyone and cares about everyone’s 

feelings even if she doesn’t know the person 

well.  She has been a leader with the Scholastic Book Fair, middle school daily 

announcements and with her Dodger Time’s service project. Pratt concluded 

by saying, “Hannah extends kindness and a listening ear to those who are 

struggling or who may hold opinions different from her own. She will respond 

thoughtfully and respectfully to those ideas and show respect for herself by 

holding herself to high moral and ethical standards. Hannah exemplifies the 

Dodger spirit.” She is the daughter of Dylan and Janelle Drummond.  
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Ryan O’Leary is the Employee of the 

Month. He was nominated by Ryan Flaherty, 

FDMS principal.  Flaherty stated that in 

O’Leary’s first year as the FDMS athletic 

director he has been a self-starter, great 

coworker and visionary from the first 

day.  O’Leary attends every event at FDMS and 

has strong connections with the coaches, 

sponsors, athletes and parents.  He’s willing to 

make changes, take risks and lead FDMS 

programs. Flaherty specifically mentioned 

O’Leary arranging for the FDSH wrestling 

team to mentor and model good habits for the 

middle school wrestlers and his submitting names of students making 

positive contributions so the good news could be shared with families. 

O’Leary supports the Code of Conduct policy for athletes and activities, 

showing students that success comes first in the classroom and then in 

extracurricular activities. Flaherty concluded by saying, “Ryan promotes and 

models good character for our students and professionalism for our adults. 

He does things because they are the right thing to do. Ryan wants our middle 

school extra-curricular programs to produce great people.”  

 



 



 



 



From The Attendance Office:  
Phone Messages:  

Every day around 2:30pm, we call students to the office for any message they have received 

during the day. Please ensure you have called in before this time. Also, please keep in mind 

that with close to 1,200 students, if you have a reoccurring message, please discuss this with 

your child in the morning before school. This will help us keep classroom interruptions to a 

minimum.  

Early Dismissals From School:  

This year we have several early dismissals at 1:10. Please make sure your child knows how to 

get home on these days. DART and regular school buses will run at 1:10 dismissal time.  

Time of Arrival at School:  

Students should not arrive at school before 7:40, as supervisors are not on duty before that 

time. Breakfast starts at 7:50 and runs until 8:05. Please help us keep your children safe by 

not sending them to school before that time.  

Checking Out of School:  

Please sign and send a written note to school if your child has to leave school during the day. 

They are to bring it directly to the office first thing in the morning for office personnel to sign. 

They will then show that note to their teacher to get excused from class and bring the note to 

the office to check out.  

Parents are required to pick up their child on the South side. They will be waiting in the office 

or door  area until you arrive. If they return to school, they must first check in with the office 

for attendance purposes before returning to class.  

Attendance Office 

It is important to call your son/daughter in absent if they are going to be 

late or miss a day of school. Please call the number below when your child 

is unable to make it to school.  

ATTENDANCE LINE: 574-5711  
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WINTER WEATHER  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

If school must be cancelled, delayed or 

dismissed early due to weather 

conditions, announcements will be made 

via: 

Infinite Campus Phone Calls & Texts 

Facebook and Twitter 

www.fdschools.org 

FDCSD Hotline  

TV Stations: WHO, KCCI & WOI 

Radio Stations: KWMT, KKEZ, KXFT, 

KZLB, KIAQ, KVFD, KTLB 

Fort Dodge Press 

The Messenger website 

If you currently do not receive phone calls/

texts from the District and would like to, 

please call Diane at 574.5363 to be 

added. 

 

Infinite Campus: Important Communication Tool 

The Infinite Campus Portal is our tool for parents and students to access instant, online, timely and 
secure student information such as class schedules, assignments, attendance, course registration, 

report cards, transcripts and lunch accounts. The campus portal is a means to further promote 

educational excellence by enhancing communication with parents/guardians, students and teachers. 

As we move toward online registration, it will be important to have an Infinite Campus account. If you 

do not have an Infinite Campus account and would like one, please contact Diane Jass at 574.5363. 

Parents/guardians may check lunch balances and add money to lunch accounts through Infinite 
Campus.  

FDCSD Offers Something for 
Everyone 

Open Enrollment Deadline is March 1 

Our mission at the FDCSD is to provide 

quality learning experiences and build 

relationships that develop productive citizens 

ready for their futures.  A child’s educational 

experiences including coursework, activities 

and relationships, will prepare him for his 

future; what his post-secondary experience 

will be and the career choice he will make.  

With our variety of classes and activities, we 

truly offer a place for everyone! 

If you know someone whose child currently 

does not attend our schools but could benefit 

from what we have to offer, please share this 

information.  The open enrollment deadline 

for the 2018-19 school year is March 1st, 

2018.  The application is available at https://

www.fdschools.org/student-registration/ or 

in the superintendent’s office at the Central 

Administration Building, 104 South 17th 

Street.   

 

http://www.fdschools.org
https://www.fdschools.org/student-registration/
https://www.fdschools.org/student-registration/
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FDCSD students will act in a responsible manner in school, on school grounds 

and at all school sponsored activities. Students, staff and guests will treat each 

other with respect and courtesy, use appropriate behavior and language, and 

follow expectations.  Here is our complete School Discipline Policy for your 

review.  

Check the FDCSD Virtual Backpack!   
 
Our Virtual Backpack contains flyers and information on school and 
community activities for your family and student. Many of them are 
free! The Fort Dodge community offers kids so many great 
opportunities – make sure you are aware of the activities your kids can 
participate in. Check the Virtual Backpack today and regularly as new 
flyers are added often.  

Has your address or contact information changed since school started?  

If so, call 574.5679 to update it. 

District Compliance  

 
It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry , age, gender, sex, sexu-

al orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, political belief, socioeconomic 

status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, services, and employment practices. If you have 

questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Marcy Harms, Director of Student Services, Central Administrat ion Office, 104 South 

17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (574-5678) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of Education Office, 500 W. 

Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Lis Ristau, Director of Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Robert Hughes, Assistant Superintendent, who can be reached a t 574-5657 or 104 

South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Designated Investigator of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees is Marcy Harms. She can be reached at 574-5678 

or 104 South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate is Corey Moody. He can be reached at 574-5469 or 819 North 25

th
 Street, Fort Dodge, 

IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Officer for Harassment Complaints and Allegations is Marcy Harms, Director of Student Services. She can be reached at 574-5678 or 

104 South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.      01/17 

***************************************************************************************************************************** ******* 

You can find information on our schools, news stories, data, contacts and more on the FDCSD website: www.fdschools.org.  

In addition, follow FDCSD on Facebook and Twitter for up-to-date District information, pictures and reminders.  

Jennifer Lane jlane@fdschools.org 515.574.5668  

Director of Communications & Community Relations  

Fort Dodge Community Schools  

 

tel:(515)%20574-5675
http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf

