
 

Newsletter 
Fort Dodge Middle School 

TOGETHER WE RISE: Raising the Bar, Closing the Gap, 

Believing All Kids Do Well If They Can 

Principal’s Message 
 

Music of the Season:  Thank you to all 
of our musical ensembles for their 
December performances.  Mr. Robison 
and the Orchestra, Ms. Ascherl and the 
Choirs, and Ms. Smith and Mr. Swedean 
and our 5-8 Band showed how much our 
students are learning in school as they 
progress in the fine arts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Philosophy:  We know that middle school can be a 
trying time for students as they go through emotional and 
physical changes at a very rapid rate. During this time of 
change, there can be things done student to student or 
student to adult that are hurtful in nature. We are starting a 
journey into a system of restorative justice to help 
accelerate learning and healing during these times. 
Webster’s Dictionary defines restoration as: a bringing back 
to a former position or condition. In this case, we are 
focusing on restoring relationships and returning them to a 
healthy condition.  
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

 

January 

1st - Winter Break NO SCHOOL 

16th - Last Day of 2nd Quarter 

17th - First Day of 3rd Quarter 

21st - MLK Day NOSCHOOL 

**Possible Snow Make-Up Day** 

23rd - *Correction - Cycle Day 4* 

24th - 8th Grade Parent Night @ SH 

 

February 

18th - President’s Day NO SCHOOL 

**Possible Snow Make-Up Day** 

 

 

Principal’s Message continued… 
 
Look for more information about how you can partner 
with us to use similar language and techniques to 
promote healthy student to student relationships and 
student to adult relationships.  
 

“Hurt people, hurt people.”  “Hate will never fix 
hate. Only education and love can do that.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally we are collecting more information about 
our 1:1 initiative with every student having their 
own computer and how effectively we have 
taught every student to use and care for that 
device. As we analyze how well we are doing, 
look for more updated information about what we 
will teach our students about digital citizenship or 
potential policy changes. Technology is here to 
stay and a very powerful learning tool, however, 
it is a tool that comes with great responsibility. 
 
I look forward to a great 2019 with your children. 
Happy Holidays, it is always a pleasure to serve 
your children! 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Flaherty 
FDMS Principal 



 

 
 

Students earned donuts the 
morning after a day with no tardies 

or truancies. We have had a 
tremendous amount of success 

with our newly implemented 
policy. 

 
In reading, students have been 
participating in book clubs. We 

had a book tasting for students to 
decide which books they were 

most interested in while enjoying a 
cup of hot chocolate. Students are 

reading, journaling, and 
discussing with a group of peers 

every day. We will move into 
working on nonfiction at the start 

of the new year. 
 

In language arts class we have 
been focusing on our writing 

techniques.  The students are 
currently writing personal 

narratives and working on the 
development of a storyline as well 
as strong word choice to enhance 

their descriptive writing.  As a 
result they are learning a lot about 

each other and the many 
adventures they have had in their 

young lives.  



 

 
 
 

In social studies class we have been learning 
about environmentalism. The students 

currently are learning about various types of 
pollution and how this impacts so many other 
facets of our globe (the environment, water 
resources, climate change, to our overall 
health). Lastly, as a capstone for this unit, 

students will be creating a newscast about a 
current environmental problem impacting our 

globe. 
 

Recently, math has been all about circles! We 
have been exploring the different parts of 

circles and how to calculate circumference 
and area. Our new math curriculum, 

Illustrative Mathematics, has been focusing a 
lot on geometry and proportional 

relationships. In our current unit, students 
extend their knowledge of circles and 

geometric measurement, applying their 
knowledge of proportional relationships to 

the study of circles. The students have been 
working hard to master the different learning 

targets and we’re excited to see what the 
rest of the year has in store! 

 
In science, we have studied about mutations 

that can affect our DNA in a harmful, 
beneficial or way that doesn’t cause 

change.  The students worked through an 
activity where different mutations 

contributed to a living thing and it’s ability to 
gather food.  Through the experience, the 

students had to think about real life 
mutations. 



 

 
 

ELA/Social Studies: Students 
have been studying Article 
Seventeen of  the Universal 

Declaration of  Human Rights. 
It talks about discrimination 
the characters in Esperanza 

Rising are experiencing 
where they live and in their 

jobs. 
 

Science: Students are 
currently learning the 
difference between a 

substance and a mixture. 
They will be creating different 

experiments to learn about 
matter and food chemistry 
and the elements involved. 

 
Math: Students just 
completed a unit on 

multiplying multi-digit whole 
numbers and decimals and 

are now learning about 
dividing by using a single digit 

divisor.  
 
 

LINKS: Our classrooms are 
sponsored by CJ Bio 

America and New Coop. 
Both Miss Harken´s and Ms. 

Pergande´s rooms had guest 
speakers come and discuss 
details about their company 
and traits they are looking 
for in future employees.   



 



 



 



 



 

Staying Healthy in School  
 

6
th

 Graders 

Since lunch isn’t until 12:50 PM, avoid stomachaches by eating breakfast.  

Why hand-washing counts 

Frequent hand-washing is one of the simplest — and most effective — ways to stay healthy in 

school.  Remind your student to wash his or her hands before eating and after using the toilet, 

blowing his or her nose, or playing outside.  Suggest soaping up for as long as it takes to sing the 

"Happy Birthday" song twice.   

Know the F.A.C.T.S. 

Flu symptoms can be mild or severe, and can come on suddenly — be sure you know your flu 

treatment options so you can be prepared. Symptoms generally appear 1 to 4 days after 

exposure to the virus. 

 

 

The common symptoms of the flu include: 

Fever (100°F or greater) Headache 

Muscle aches  Chills 

Tiredness   Cough 

Runny nose 

 

If you have one or more of these symptoms, it could be the flu.  Keep your child at home if your 

child is experiencing any of these symptoms. 



 

Fort Dodge Comm. Schools Foundation 
Announces  

Fall 2018 Grant Recipients 
  

The Fort Dodge Community Schools (FDCS) Foundation Board 
voted recently to grant more than $27,000 to the Fort Dodge 
Community School District for music instruments, sensory room 
equipment, an outdoor classroom, elementary math and more. 
 
The Board voted to fund: 
·       $6,700 for the Riverside Early Learning Center Outdoor Naturescape Classroom 
·       $4,000 for Fort Dodge Senior High (FDSH) Industrial Technology Program metal shop tools 
·       $4,000 for magnetic easels for each classroom at Feelhaver Elementary 
·       $3,000 for Makerspace equipment for elementary libraries 
·       $3,200 for math resources kits for all 1

st
 grade classrooms 

·       $2,000 for a Middle School Sensory Room 
·       $1,600 for a Mimeo Projector for a Cooper Elementary 3

rd
 grade classroom 

·       $1,000 for a Literacy for Families Program at Butler Elementary 
·       $700 for Middle School music instruments 
·       $700 for FDSH whiteboard walls 
·       $600 for Middle School headphones 
 
“Our teachers presented so many great ideas for enhancing education, we (the FDCS Foundation 
Board) were really impressed by all of the ways they want to go above and beyond for our 
students,” said FDCS Foundation Board President Andrea DeJong. “Our generous donors allowed 
the Foundation to fund some amazing things for classrooms and we are all excited to see them 
implemented in our schools. 

The mission of the FDCS Foundation is to help students and educations go above and beyond 
what district funding allows with grants for professional development, technology and other 
educational items. The FDCS Foundation annual fundraiser, “Go Big, Go Dodgers” will be held Fri., 
April 5

th, 
2019 at Fort Frenzy. 

Know Someone Who Wants to Be a Dodger? 

Our mission at the FDCSD is to provide quality learning 
experiences and build relationships that develop productive 

citizens ready for their futures.  A child’s educational experiences 
including coursework, activities and relationships, will prepare him 
for his future; what his post-secondary experience will be and the 

career choice he will make.  With our variety of classes and 
activities, we truly offer something for everyone! 

If you know someone whose child currently does not attend our 
schools but who could benefit from what we have to offer, please 
share this information with them.  The open enrollment deadline 
for the 2019-20 school year is March 1st, 2019.  The application 

can be found at http://www.fdschools.org/en/
student_registration/ or is available in the 

superintendent’s office at the Central Administration 
Building.   

http://www.fdschools.org/en/student_registration/
http://www.fdschools.org/en/student_registration/


 

From The Attendance Office:  

 

Phone Messages:  

Every day around 2:30pm, we call students to 
the office for any message they have received 
during the day. Please ensure you have called 
in before this time. Also, please keep in mind 
that with close to 1,200 students, if you have a 
reoccurring message, please discuss this with 
your child in the morning before school. This 
will help us keep classroom interruptions to a 
minimum.  

Early Dismissals From School:  

There will not be early dismissals from school 
this year unless classes need to be dismissed 
for weather-related reasons. 

Time of Arrival at School:  

Students should not arrive at school before 
7:30, as supervisors are not on duty before 
that time. The doors open and breakfast starts 
at 7:30. Please help us keep your children safe 
by not sending them to school before that time.  

Checking Out of School:  

Please sign and send a written note to school if 
your child has to leave school during the day. 
They are to bring it directly to the office first 
thing in the morning for office personnel to 
sign. They will then show that note to their 
teacher to get excused from class and bring the 
note to the office to check out.  

Parents are required to pick up their child on 
the South side. They will be waiting in the 
office or door  area until you arrive. If they 
return to school, they must first check in with 
the office for attendance purposes before 
returning to class. 

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE POLICY 

FDCSD students will act in a 

responsible manner in school, on 

school grounds and at all school 

sponsored activities. Students, staff 

and guests will treat each other with 

respect and courtesy, use appropriate 

behavior and language, and follow 

expectations.  Here is our 

complete School Discipline Policy for 

your review.  

Keep connected with FDMS: 
 

It is important to call your son/

daughter in absent if they are going 

to be late or miss a day of school. 

Please call the number below when 

your child is unable to make it to 

school.  

ATTENDANCE LINE: 574-5711  

Follow us on Facebook 
at Fort Dodge Middle 
School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
at @FDCSD 
 
 
Check the Virtual 
Backpack at 
www.fdschools.org 

http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf


Camden Doster 
is the Middle 
School Student of 
the Month. Aaron 
Miller nominated 
Doster. He said 
Doster is 
constantly and 
consistently on 
task. She is 
always working to 
improve her 

grades and push herself 
academically. She has a willingness 
to work on assignments that are 
finished, but not complete in her 
eyes. She takes time to assist other 
students and build relationships 
with her peers. Doster is willing to 
assist any student, whether it is the 
nicest person in class or a students 
she doesn’t know very well. Miller 
concluded by saying, “Camden is 
good character in action. She 
exhibits the four B’s. She has a 
tireless work ethic and is the 
embodiment of how far a little 
kindness can go.” She is the 
daughter of Dan and Tawnya Doster.  

 

Non-Discrimination Policies 
It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, 
gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, 

political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, services, 
and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Steph Anderson (Director of 
Student Services - Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary), Central Administration Office, 
104 South 17

th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (576-1161) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of 

Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Lynnae Harvey, Direc-
tor of Special Education/Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

 Abuse/Harassment Reporting 
The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Steph Anderson (Director 
of Student Services - Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary).  They can be reached at 

576-1161 or 104 South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.  The alternate is Corey Moody.  He can be reached at 574-5469 or 819 

North 25
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Steph Anderson (Director of Student Services - Elementary), 
and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary).  They can be reached at 576-1161 or 104 South 17

th
 Street, 

Fort Dodge, IA 50501.    
  

Affirmative Action Compliance 
The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Robert Hughes.  He can be reached at 574-5657 or 104 S. 17

th
 St., 

Fort Dodge. 

tel:(515)%20574-5675


 



 


