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A Message from Mr. Flaherty’s 
Office: 

 

Our February Kindness Challenge: 
 

February is often a month associated with love 
and Valentine’s Day. This year our building 
dedicated February to a month of kindness. 
Throughout the month we encouraged and 
recognized students for performing acts of 
kindness. Below you see one example of our 
wall of kindness where student and staff acts of 
kindness were displayed on a window in our 
main lobby. We believe at Fort Dodge Middle 
School that our job is to educate the “whole 
child.”  When we take on the mission of 
educating the “whole child” we go beyond 
teaching reading, writing and arithmetic and 
move into teaching children social, emotional 
and character building skills that they need to 
be successful in life and later on in the 
workplace.  There are so many things to be 
proud of at Fort Dodge Middle School, our 
February Kindness Challenge is definitely one 
of them! 

 
Good Things Going On 
In the Building: 
 

One of the things we are 
working on this year is to 
tell the good stories that 
are happening inside our 
building. The Fort Dodge 
Messenger recently ran 
two stories of positive 
things occurring inside Fort Dodge Middle 
School. While we are still on our journey to 
excellence and have many things we are still 
improving on, these two articles below are what 
we want to be known for.   
 
 http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-

news/2018/02/hearts-for-the-hurting/ 

 http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-
news/2018/02/learning-is-a-continuous-
cycle-and-so-is-teaching/ 

 

 

http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-news/2018/02/hearts-for-the-hurting/
http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-news/2018/02/hearts-for-the-hurting/
http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-news/2018/02/learning-is-a-continuous-cycle-and-so-is-teaching/
http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-news/2018/02/learning-is-a-continuous-cycle-and-so-is-teaching/
http://www.messengernews.net/news/local-news/2018/02/learning-is-a-continuous-cycle-and-so-is-teaching/
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State Assessments Coming Up: 
 

On March 15th our school will begin 
taking our annual state assessment 
test, Iowa Assessments.   During 
this  time we will have students testing 
for the first two hours of the day to 
complete their state assessments and 
then resume classes after testing 
concludes in the morning.   Below are a 
few things you can do as parents and 
families to help us have a successful 
testing session this year: 

 Be sure all students are on time 
to school for March 15 - 20 because 
testing begins right away in the 
morning. 

 

 Help students get good sleep and 
a nutritional breakfast during testing 
times. Research has shown that 
students perform better after 
adequate sleep and a healthy 
breakfast. 

 

 Please do not schedule 
appointments or trips during testing 
time so students can take the 
assessments during the regularly 
scheduled time. 

 
 

 

 Talk to your child about the 
importance of doing your best on 
the assessments. We will be 
helping your child set an individual 
goal for improvement as we 
believe that students who set 
goals, write their goals down and 
talk about their goals are more 
likely to achieve them. 

 

 Finally, our building goal is for 
all students and subgroups of 
students to raise their scores on 
the Iowa Assessments in the core 
areas:   Math Problem Solving, 
Reading Comprehension, and 
Science by 5 percentile 
points.   When our assessment 
scores come back at the end of the 
year, we will report out our 
progress on this goal.   

 
 

Thanks for your patience during a 
really unpredictable month of 
February with weather delays and 
cancellations. We are looking 
forward  to a more regular month of 
school during March! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Mr. Flaherty 
FDMS Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

MARCH: 

7th   PreK-12 Professional Development - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

15th  Iowa Assessments Testing Begins 

21st  PreK-12 Professional Development - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

29th-April 2nd  Spring Break - NO SCHOOL 
 

APRIL: 

18th   PreK-12 Professional Development - EARLY DISMISSAL 1:10pm 

21st   4th Grade Pancake Breakfast at FDMS @ 8:30am 

23rd  Cooper 4th Grade Visit at FDMS @ 9:00am 

24th  Duncombe 4th Grade Visit at FDMS @ 9:00am 

25th  Feelhaver 4th Grade Visit at FDMS @ 9:00am 

25th-28th   91st Annual Musical - Starting Nightly at 7:00pm 

26th  Butler 4th Grade Visit at FDMS @ 9:00am (1/2) 

27th  Butler 4th Grade Visit at FDMS @ 9:00am (1/2) 

***The last day of school is now June 6th due to snow make-up days*** 
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The 5 Gold team consists of three teachers.  Mrs. Maldonado 
teaches ELA, Ms. Pergande teaches math, and Ms. VanOrnum teaches 
science and social studies. We are always challenging our kids to set 
goals, individually and as a team.  A powerful method our team uses to 
track student behavior, communicate with parents, and use as a learning 
tool is a program called Class Dojo (www.classdojo.com).  It is a free 
program that allows the students and parents to track behavior 
throughout the day.  Each student has an electronic portfolio to 
showcase their assignments, book reports, and other things that they 
choose.  The points earned can be used to buy items from our Dojo store, 
which is located in Mrs. Maldonado’s classroom, and our Dodger store, 
which comes to our pod one week per month. 

In Ms. VanOrnum’s classroom, every class must work together to 
waste as little time as possible. A timer is set for 5 minutes each day, and 
if  there is time remaining, the students are one step closer to earning a 
reward. Recently, all classes earned a movie day. We watched “Wonder” 
while eating yummy snacks from home. 

In Mrs. Maldonado’s classroom, each student can earn points for 
various reasons, such as doing homework, having their planners signed, 
for the entire class being present, and so forth.  By following the 
classroom protocols and expectations, the competition between blocks 
can become really fierce! At the end of  each quarter, the class with the 
most points earns a pizza party.  

Students in Ms. Pergande’s class are learning about fractions. A few 
of  the skills they are learning are creating equivalent fractions, 
comparing fractions using different strategies, and adding and 
subtracting fractions and whole numbers.  
 



 

Being consistent is key when 
it comes to school wide 
expectations.  We are currently 
working on transitioning between 
classes and how behavior should 
look like while in the pod and 
hallways. When classes are 
following all expectations, they can 
earn a “snowball” that is put on the 
wall. Once 100 snowballs have 
been collected the students can 
celebrate with an electronics day 
in structured study hall. 

Although we haven’t gone on 
a field trip yet, we are currently 
planning an end-of-the-year field 
trip. We want to make it as 
memorable as possible, so 
following school and classroom 
expectations are so vital.  By the 
time a field trip date is set, the 
students will be more than ready 
to go.  More details will be coming 
soon. 
 

Creating Goals,  
Reaching for Success 
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    I left teaching in 1998 when 

my first daughter was born. I did 

a variety of part-time work 

coordinating grant programs 

including the Even Start Family 

Literacy Program before taking 

over as coordinator/high school 

sexual health educator for TIPP 

(Teen Information Pregnancy 

Program). I continued as the head 

high school volleyball coach until 

2013 after many years of 

coaching. I am thrilled to be back 

in the district and teaching! 

    Being part-time allowed me the 

freedom to travel with my 

daughter Jaci all over the country 

to follow her dream of playing 

college tennis. She followed our 

family's love for athletics and 

ended up playing tennis in the 

Big 10 at Rutgers University.  

    Leaving coaching allowed me 

to coach both Jaci and Kathryn in 

traveling volleyball which is the 

sport I truly loved coaching and  

playing.      
    My interests all revolve around 

my family, fitness and youth. I 

love my job and working in the 

middle school. I also really enjoy 

following all my kids around in all 

their interests, events and 

traveling to where they live. We 

even have a daughter in 

Barcelona Spain right now and we 

can't wait to visit there! If I'm not 

working you can catch me at the 

gym, finding a new healthy recipe 

to cook, or hanging with my best 

friend Stu! 
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Drew Moritz is the Middle School 

Student of the Month.  He was nominated by 

one of his teachers, Melissa Davis.  She said 

Moritz is very motivated to be successful. He 

is on task, focused and uses his time wisely 

in class. He is willing to learn new things 

beyond what the whole class is doing. 

Recently, he worked on a lesson regarding 

scientific notation. He never complained or 

asked why he was doing something more 

difficult than the other students, he did the 

learning and checked in to make sure he was 

understanding correctly.  Moritz meets the 

expectations of the four B’s and other 

students notice that he is always doing the 

right things.  His maturity shows in that he 

knows what is appropriate and when it is 

okay to joke around and be humorous, 

too.  Davis concluded by saying, “Drew is an 

outstanding example of a Dodger student 

and our team is thankful he is part of 6 

D i s c o v e r  t h i s 

year.  He exhibits so 

many  pos i t ive 

qualities that prove 

he will be extremely 

successful in his 

future regardless of 

what he chooses to 

do.”  He is the son 

of Matt and Alecia 

Moritz.  

Iowa Assessments Begin March 15 

FDCSD 3-11 grade students will take the Iowa 

Assessments Beginning March 15.   

The Iowa Assessments provide information 

about each child’s academic achievements 

which we can use to help them excel and 

succeed.  The Iowa Assessments provide 

detailed information about student growth 

and progress from year to year in content 

areas including reading, math and science.  

Information provided also shows a student’s 

academic performance relative to their 

school, the district and the nation.  All of this 

data helps teachers identify students’ 

strengths as well as areas where additional 

emphasis may be needed.   

By working together we can make your child’s 

test experience positive and successful.  

Please help your child do his/her best by: 

 Making sure that he/she gets to school on 

time.  Being late or having to make up the 

test makes a student feel unsettled. 

 Ensuring that he/she gets a full night’s 

rest before each test.   

 Getting him/her a nutritious breakfast 

each morning of testing. 

 Encouraging your student to give his/her 
best effort. 

 Refraining from scheduling doctor’s 

appointments, vacations, etc. during the 

testing time frame. 

If you have any questions about the Iowa 

Assessments please contact your child’s 

school.  Thank you so much for helping us 

help your child succeed! 



 



 



 

It is important to call your son/

daughter in absent if they are going 

to be late or miss a day of school. 

Please call the number below when 

your child is unable to make it to 

school.  

ATTENDANCE LINE: 574-5711  

From The Attendance Office:  

 

Phone Messages:  

Every day around 2:30pm, we call students to 
the office for any message they have received 
during the day. Please ensure you have called 
in before this time. Also, please keep in mind 
that with close to 1,200 students, if you have a 
reoccurring message, please discuss this with 
your child in the morning before school. This 
will help us keep classroom interruptions to a 
minimum.  

Early Dismissals From School:  

This year we have several early dismissals at 
1:10. Please make sure your child knows how 
to get home on these days. DART and regular 
school buses will run at 1:10 dismissal time.  

Time of Arrival at School:  

Students should not arrive at school before 
7:40, as supervisors are not on duty before 
that time. Breakfast starts at 7:50 and runs 
until 8:05. Please help us keep your children 
safe by not sending them to school before that 
time.  

Checking Out of School:  

Please sign and send a written note to school if 
your child has to leave school during the day. 
They are to bring it directly to the office first 
thing in the morning for office personnel to 
sign. They will then show that note to their 
teacher to get excused from class and bring the 
note to the office to check out.  

Parents are required to pick up their child on 
the South side. They will be waiting in the 
office or door  area until you arrive. If they 
return to school, they must first check in with 
the office for attendance purposes before 
returning to class. 

 

Online Registration Coming for 
2018-19 School Year:  

Infinite Campus Parent Portals 
Required 

Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, 
the Fort Dodge Community School District 
will be using an online registration 
process.  Parents/guardians will be 
required to have an Infinite Campus 
parent account to complete registration 
process.  Parents/guardians who do not 
already have an Infinite Campus 
account should sign up for an account 
now to make the registration process 
smoother. To request an Infinite 
Campus account please complete the 
Infinite Campus Agreement Form (last 
pages of this newsletter and also posted 
under the Parents tab of fdschools.org) 
and return it along with proof of 
guardianship (birth certificate, court 
documents, tax form, immunization 
record, etc) to Diane Jass at the Central 
Administration Building.  Questions may 
be directed to Diane at 
djass@fdschools.org or 574.5363.  

mailto:djass@fdschools.org


 



 



 

      

The Fort Dodge Community Schools Foundation annual fundraiser Go Big, Go 
Dodgers is Friday, Aril 6th from 6-10 p.m. at Fort Frenzy. The event features 
live music, amazing student artwork, live auction, food Big tailgating games 
(think giant Jenga) a cash bar and more! 
 
The FDCSD Foundation helps educators and students go above and beyond 
what district funding allows. The Foundation helps educators Go Big in the 
classroom by providing grants for professional development, technology and 
other educational items. In 2017, the FDCS Foundation granted more than 
$45,000 to the FDCSD! 
 
Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased on the Foundation website.  
Contact Molly Nelson at 574.5327 or mnelson@fdcsfoundation.org.   

 

FDCSD 7-12 Athletic Physicals Scheduled for March 8 

February 20, 2018, Fort Dodge, IA - Athletic physicals for 
current 7-12 grade students will be held on Thursday, 
March 8, from 5–7 p.m. at Fort Dodge Senior High.  The 
cost is $15.00.  All Dodger student athletes are encouraged 
to attend.   
 
A sports physical needs to be current and on file in the nurse's office 
prior to the first day of practice of the athlete’s sport season.  
 
Height, weight, heart rate and blood pressure checks will be conducted 
during lunch shifts at the middle school for 7-8 grade students on March 
5. Students may also have these screenings taken before or after school 
the week of March 5. All athletes will receive their physical form at the 
time of these initial screenings. The front of the form must be completed 
and signed by a parent, and brought with the athlete on March 8 in order 
for the physical to be completed.    
 
Parents or guardians who need additional information or have questions 
may contact Ms. Hall, FDMS nurse, at 574.5695. 
 

http://www.fdcsfoundation.org/product/go-big-go-dodgers/
mailto:mnelson@fdcsfoundation.org
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WINTER WEATHER  

 

If school must be cancelled, delayed or 

dismissed early due to weather 

conditions, announcements will be made 

via: 

Infinite Campus Phone Calls & Texts 

Facebook and Twitter 

www.fdschools.org 

FDCSD Hotline  

TV Stations: WHO, KCCI & WOI 

Radio Stations: KWMT, KKEZ, KXFT, 

KZLB, KIAQ, KVFD, KTLB 

Fort Dodge Press 

The Messenger website 

If you currently do not receive phone calls/

texts from the District and would like to, 

please call Diane at 574.5363 to be 

added. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Infinite Campus: Important Communication Tool 

The Infinite Campus Portal is our tool for parents and students to access instant, online, timely and 
secure student information such as class schedules, assignments, attendance, course registration, 

report cards, transcripts and lunch accounts. The campus portal is a means to further promote 

educational excellence by enhancing communication with parents/guardians, students and teachers. 

As we move toward online registration, it will be important to have an Infinite Campus account. If you 

do not have an Infinite Campus account and would like one, please contact Diane Jass at 574.5363. 

Parents/guardians may check lunch balances and add money to lunch accounts through Infinite 
Campus.  

FDCSD Offers Something for 
Everyone 

Open Enrollment Deadline is March 1 

Our mission at the FDCSD is to provide 

quality learning experiences and build 

relationships that develop productive citizens 

ready for their futures.  A child’s educational 

experiences including coursework, activities 

and relationships, will prepare him for his 

future; what his post-secondary experience 

will be and the career choice he will make.  

With our variety of classes and activities, we 

truly offer a place for everyone! 

If you know someone whose child currently 

does not attend our schools but could benefit 

from what we have to offer, please share this 

information.  The open enrollment deadline 

for the 2018-19 school year is March 1st, 

2018.  The application is available at https://

www.fdschools.org/student-registration/ or 

in the superintendent’s office at the Central 

Administration Building, 104 South 17th 

Street.   

http://www.fdschools.org
https://www.fdschools.org/student-registration/
https://www.fdschools.org/student-registration/
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Has your address or contact information 

changed since school started?  

If so, call 574.5679 to update it. 

 

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE POLICY 

FDCSD students will act in a 

responsible manner in school, on 

school grounds and at all school 

sponsored activities. Students, staff 

and guests will treat each other with 

respect and courtesy, use 

appropriate behavior and language, 

and follow expectations.  Here is our 

complete School Discipline Policy for 

your review.  

District Compliance  

 
It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry , age, gender, sex, sexu-

al orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, political belief, socioeconomic 

status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, services, and employment practices. If you have 

questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Marcy Harms, Director of Student Services, Central Administrat ion Office, 104 South 

17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (574-5678) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of Education Office, 500 W. 

Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Lis Ristau, Director of Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Robert Hughes, Assistant Superintendent, who can be reached a t 574-5657 or 104 

South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Designated Investigator of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees is Marcy Harms. She can be reached at 574-5678 

or 104 South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate is Corey Moody. He can be reached at 574-5469 or 819 North 25

th
 Street, Fort Dodge, 

IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Officer for Harassment Complaints and Allegations is Marcy Harms, Director of Student Services. She can be reached at 574-5678 or 

104 South 17
th
 Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.      01/17 

***************************************************************************************************************************** ******* 

You can find information on our schools, news stories, data, contacts and more on the FDCSD website: www.fdschools.org.  

In addition, follow FDCSD on Facebook and Twitter for up-to-date District information, pictures and reminders.  

Jennifer Lane jlane@fdschools.org 515.574.5668  

Director of Communications & Community Relations  

Fort Dodge Community Schools  

Keep connected with FDMS: 
 
Follow us on 
Facebook at Fort 
Dodge Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
at @FDCSD 
 

 
 
Check the Virtual 
Backpack at 
www.fdschools.org 

tel:(515)%20574-5675
http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf

