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Principal’s Message 

 

Special Notes: 

What a great time of the year! It is 
exciting to see the joy in the faces of 
our middle school students during 
the holiday season. Due to the 
nature of the season, sometimes 
schedules and added responsibilities 
can cause stress. Concerts, parties, family visits and 
so many other events seem to be packed into a 
limited amount of time. Scheduling becomes an 
issue and we always seem to be looking for ways to 
complete our to-do list. Our upcoming, band, 
orchestra, and choir concerts offer the opportunity to 
slow down a bit and enjoy a little holiday cheer. The 
orchestra concert on December 1, band concert on 
December 6, and the choirs concert on December 
15, will all be held in the FDMS Auditorium 
beginning at 7:00pm. Students and staff have been 
working really hard to showcase these talents. 
Please come, as everyone is welcome! 
 
As the holiday season approaches, please give your 
child the gift of time. Put an I.O.U. for a special 
event or activity in his/her stocking. When students 
are asked to write about a memorable event in their 
lives, it isn’t a special gift they usually choose to 
write about, but particular experience they have had 
with someone special. 
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Principal’s Message continued… 

During this season of the year we would like to say thanks to: 
 

 Parents and guardians who diligently check their child’s homework; who are seated be-
hind them as they complete their homework; and spend quality time with their child.  

 All volunteers and community members who do everything they can to help make 
FDMS the best school it can be for both students and staff. 

 All the people in our district who are committed to giving their best to your children eve-
ry day. For example: custodians, food service staff, bus drivers, school nurses student 
aides, secretaries, teachers, central office staff, and our board of Education.  

 All of you who are doing your very best to send your child ready to learn every day. 

Show Your Child How to Give Meaningful Gifts That are Free: 

Many people exchange gifts over the holiday season. While kids enjoy receiving gifts, they 

also enjoy being able to give gifts. Giving gifts can give your child a sense of pride. Does 

your child know that the most meaningful gifts don’t have to cost money? They take time 

and come straight from the heart. Below are a few of the many ways your child can give 

gifts this holiday season.  

They can: 

- Offer to do chores for an elderly neighbor. 

- Record them reading a book for a younger sibling to read along with. 

- Make a list, such as “My 10 Best Memories with Grandpa.” 

- Play a favorite game with a family member or a neighbor who is homebound. 

- Record an audio or video message for a loved one who may not receive many homemade 

gifts. 

- Create a calendar for 2023 and decorate it with personalized artwork, one drawing for 
each month. 

Principal’s Message continued on next page… 

  



 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

DECEMBER: 

5. Teacher PD Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 

Dec.23.– Jan 3. WINTER BREAK 

NO SCHOOL  

 

JANUARY: 

4. Teacher PD Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 

16. Martin Luther King Day 

NO SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Principal’s Message continued… 

 
Hopefully years from now, during the holiday 
season, you and your child will remember 
many wonderful times spent together. On 
behalf of the FDMS staff have a joyous 
holiday season and a prosperous New Year! 
 
I appreciate hearing from you!  Please call 
the school at 515.574.5691 or email me at 
adavidson@fdschools.org if you have 
anything you wish to share and I will reply 
as soon as possible.  

Please remember that the snow is here and 
it will be here for the next few months. It’s 
important to make sure your child is dressed 
appropriately when coming to school so they 
can stay warm. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Davidson 
FDMS 6-8 Principal 
515.574.5691 
adavidson@fdschools.org 

 

 

mailto:adavidson@fdschools.org


 

Two Fort Dodge Middle School Students 

Selected to Opus Honor Choir 

Harper Sandahl, 7th grade, and Jonathan Casciato, 

6th grade, were recently selected to participate in the 

annual Opus Honor Choir Festival. Vocal directors 

nominated over 2,100 students for 720 positions in 

the four Opus Honor Choirs. Selections were made 

by means of a recorded audition.   

“Selection into the Opus Honor Choir is an incredi-
ble honor,” said Joan Ascherl, FDMS vocal instruc-
tor.  “It is the high school equivalent of All-State.  
Harper and Jonathan will enjoy a wonderful experi-
ence to showcase and grow their skills and talent.”  

The Opus Honor Choirs performed in C.Y. Ste-

phens Auditorium in Ames on November 17,. The 

Opus Honor Choir Festival is made possible by the 

Iowa Choral Directors Association, Inc. 

Nine FDMS Students Selected to NCIBA 

Honor Band 

Nine seventh and eighth grade students from Fort 

Dodge Middle School were selected for the 2022 

North Central Iowa Bandmasters Association 

(NCIBA) Honor Band.  The NCIBA Honor Band 

performed Saturday, November 12, in Clear Lake.  

The students spent the day rehearsing with band 

students from other schools before presenting the 

concert that evening.  

Students representing Fort Dodge Middle School 

were: 

7th Grade 
Charlotte DeJong – trumpet 
Damien Yeoman – trumpet 
Zoey Balm – alto saxophone 
 
8th Grade  
Greyson Chance – tenor saxophone 
Tamara Hamilton – clarinet 
Emily Hauswirth – bass clarinet 
Teagan Loots - percussion  

Fort Dodge Middle School is 
committed to partnering with our 
families and community. We have 

several resources for all our families! 
 
 
Clothing closet: Stocked w ith clothes, 
shoes, socks, etc. Students can come to 
Student Services if they are in need or 
families can reach out and set up a time to 
pick out what they may need.  
 
Family Engagement Room: A place 
where families can come to use computers 
to check grades, play games or meet with 
staff. The family engagement room also offer 
a small library of free books for students to 
take home as well as parenting resources. 
We also have personal hygiene items to take 
home when needed.   
  
Referrals: Our student support team 
regularly make referrals to outside services 
that support families in need such as 
therapy, BHIS, and other community 
resources.  
 
Fortdodgeresources.com is a website 
with information for links to resources in our 
community.  

 
Visit Student Services if you have any 

questions or would like to access any of 
our resources. 

 

 

 



 

LASHONDA SMALL 
STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

Hey everyone! I have been employed at the Fort Dodge Middle School the past 5 
years, 3.5 of which I worked in a level 3 Special Education room as a para/one on 
one. Last year, half of the year I worked in one of the BD rooms and I loved it! This 
year I am the long term sub for one of the BD rooms that has both pull out and self 

contained students 6-8th grade. Prior to this I practiced with my  Social Work degree 
doing In home counseling, working at AFES, as well as Rabiner Treatment Center as 
a counselor. I am currently in my last year of college at Buena Vista and will student 
teach next Fall. I love the room I work in and feel very blessed to have the opportuni-

ty to be the long term sub! My passion is working with kids, especially the middle 
school age and those in the BD special education programs.  

In my free time I do homework, ha! I also love to workout and lift and spend time with 
family and friends.  I think it's so important that we take care of ourselves, body, mind 
and spirit! I love dogs especially my boxer, Faith, who is 8. I think laughing and hav-

ing fun are essential in life and that building positive relationships with others is super 
important in all aspects of life! LIfe is what we make of it, and attitude is everything! I 

also love Christmas!! I hope all of you have a very Happy Holiday!  



 

December 
15 

6-8 Choir 
Concert  
FDMS  

Auditoruim 
7:00 PM 

December 6 
6-8 Band Concert  

FDMS Audtorium 7:00PM 



 

Ms. Yeoman’s class practicing independent 
life skills by baking brownies. 



 



 

FDMS Students who participated in Special Olympics 
State Bowling 



 



 



 

History in the making! 

Iowa’s first Middle School Girls 

Wrestling Meet 



 

Too Sick for 
School? 

With minor symptoms you often cannot tell whether 
your child is going to get better or worse. When try-

ing to decide if you should send your student to 
school, the following guidelines may help. Remem-

ber that sending an ill child to school, puts other chil-
dren and staff at risk. 

 

Stay At Home -  

 Appearance, Behavior - unusually tired, pale, 
lack of appetite, difficult to wake, or irritable. 

 Eyes - thick mucus or pus draining from the eye. 
With pink eye (conjunctivitis) you may see a 
white or yellow discharge, matted eyelids after 
sleep, eye pain and/or redness. 

 Fever - temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit 
or higher. Remember that a child must be fever 
free for 24 hours without the aid of fever reducing 
medication before returning to school. 

 Greenish Nose Discharge, and/or Chronic 

 Cough - should be seen by healthcare providers. 

 Sore Throat - especially with fever or swollen 
glands in the neck. (With strep throat, the child 
may return to school after 24 hours on antibiot-
ics). 

 Diarrhea - 3 or more watery stools in a 24 hour 
period especially if the child acts or looks ill. 

 Vomiting - vomiting 2 or more times within the 
past 24 hours. 

 Rash - body rash, especially with fever or itching. 
Heat rashes and allergic reactions are not 
contgious. 

 Ear Infections without Fever - do not need to 
be excluded, but the child needs to get medical 
treatment and follow-up. Untreated ear infections 
can cause permanent hearing loss. 

Go To School -  

 Sniffles, a runny nose and mild cough 
without a fever. 

 Vague complaints of aches, pains, fatigue 

 Single episode of diarrhea or vomiting 
without any other symptoms 

 

Your student will be sent home from school if he 
or she demonstrates any of the above listed 
signs and symptoms. 

 

When to Visit the 
Nurse’s Office 

The nurse’s office has been very busy this year and 

we are going to change how we handle our nurse 

visits. We want to provide a safe environment for 

students and help them be successful while in class. 

Reasons to visit the nurse include: 

 Bleeding 

 Difficulty Breathing 

 Vomiting 

 Serious Injury 

 Fever 

Things to do before coming to the nurse’s office 

 Make sure you eat a healthy breakfast & lunch 

 Stay hydrated & drink plenty of water 

 Go to the bathroom 

 Take deep breaths 



From The Student  
Services Office (Attendance): 

Phone Messages: 
Every day at around 2:30pm, we call students to the 

office for any message they have received during the 
day. Please ensure you have called in before this 

time. Also, please keep in mind that with close to 900 
students, if you have a reoccurring message, please 

discuss this with your child in the morning before 
school. This will help us keep classroom interrup-

tions to a minimum.  

Early Dismissals From School: 
There will not be early dismissals from school this 

year unless classes need to be dismissed for weather
-related reasons.

Time of Arrival at School: 
Students should not arrive at school before 7:30, as 

supervisors are not on duty before that time. The 
doors open and breakfast starts at 7:30. Please help 
us keep your children safe by not sending them to 

school before that time! 

Checking Out of School: 
Please sign and send a written note to school if your 
child has to leave school during the day. They are to 
bring the note directly to the Student Services Office 
first thing in the morning for office personnel to sign. 
They will then show that note to their teacher to get 
excused from class and use the note to check out 

from the office.  

Pick Up/Return: 
Parents/guardians are required to pick up their child 
on the south side of the building. They will be waiting 

in the office or door area until you arrive. If they re-
turn to school they must first check in with the Stu-
dent Services Office for attendance purposes before 

returning to class. 

It is important to call your student in ab-

sent if they are going to be late or miss a 

day of school. Please call the number be-

low when your child is unable to make it 

to school.  

ATTENDANCE LINE: 574-5711 

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE POLICY 

FDCSD students will act in a responsible 

manner in school, on school grounds and at 

all school sponsored activities. Students, 

staff and guests will treat each other with 

respect and courtesy, use appropriate 

behavior and language, and follow 

expectations. Here is our complete School 

Discipline Policy for your review.  

Keep connected with FDMS: 

Follow us on Facebook at Fort 
Dodge Middle School 

Follow us on Twitter at @FDCSD 

Check out Peachjar for FDCSD 
Flyers 
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/70018 

Non Discrimination Policies 

It is the policy of Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 
religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic status (for 
programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please 
contact Dr. Stephanie Anderson, Director of Elementary Education, 515-576-1161, sanderson@fdschools.org, and Dr. Kirsten Doebel, 
Director of Secondary Education, 515-576-1161, kdoebel@fdschools.org, both are located at Central Administration Office, 109 North 
25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, or contact the Office for Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of Education Office, 

John C. Kluczynski Federal Building 230 S. Dearborn St., 37th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604 (Alternate for Section 504 is Branwyn 
Greathouse, Director of Special Education/Special Needs, 515-574-5675, bgreathouse@fdschools.org, Central Administration Office, 

109 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501).  

http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf
http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf
https://app.peachjar.com/flyers/all/schools/70018
mailto:sanderson@fdschools.org
mailto:kdoebel@fdschools.org
tel:(515)%20574-5675
mailto:bgreathouse@fdschools.org



