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Welcome Back to School! 

Dear Riverside ELC Families,     I hope 

you are enjoying a wonderful summer.  I 

am so delighted that you are part of our amazing learning community. 

I love the excitement of beginning each school year and eagerly await 

welcoming our students and families.   

     I’m thrilled to be part of a team comprised of teachers, staff, par-

ents, and students who want to achieve great things!  Our Riverside 

faculty, staff, and I are looking forward to a new school year and are 

working hard to see that your child’s learning experience is a success-

ful and happy one.  As the people you have entrusted with the educa-

tion of your children, we have developed a strong program that ad-

dresses each child’s social, emotional and academic needs.  However, 

we need and value your involvement. 

     Your partnership and support are key elements to ensuring that we 

are able to maximize each student’s educational and personal devel-

opment.  To that end, we encourage a positive home-school relation-

ship based on a mutual goal of providing the best learning experiences 

possible for all of our students.  A key ingredient for ensuring success 

in school - at the beginning of children’s early years- is to get into the 

habit of attending school regularly and on time. If children are not in 

school, they miss learning critical skills that will impact their future 

academic years.   

     Each year brings positive change to our building which includes ad-

ditions to our faculty.  While Amber Foval is not new to teaching, she 

is new to our Riverside family. Please give her a warm welcome!  I will 

wrap up by saying that I look forward to seeing you very soon! If you 

have any questions please call me at 515-574-5740 or email me at 

tacree@fdschools.org 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Tabitha Acree, 

Riverside Principal 

 



Welcome Conferences August 22 

Welcome Conferences for TK – 4 grade 

families will take place at assigned times 

between noon – 8 p.m. August 22. 

Parents/guardians should sign up online 

for a conference time that works for 

them.  The link to sign up for a 

conference time will be located at the 

top or our website, fdschools.org. You 

will need the name of your student’s 

teacher in order to sign up.  Letters with 

this information will be mailed to 

families no later than August 14.  If you 

have questions or need assistance 

signing up for a conference time please 

contact your school secretary.  



Dodger Academy After School Program Expanding 

Program Begins August 27 

Dodger Academy, the Fort Dodge Community School District’s after school program, is expanding to in-

clude 5th grade this fall.  Dodger Academy is a comprehensive academic enrichment program that serves 

TK-5th grade students from around the district at Butler Elementary after the regular school day.  The pro-

gram is available from 2:45 – 6 p.m. on school days and students are transported from their school building 

to Butler Elementary by school bus.  

 

A typical day consists of a snack provided by the USDA, the Power Hour and enrichment activities. During 

the Power Hour students receive homework assistance as well as participate in math and reading enrichment 

activities. All activities are research based and linked to what the students are learning during the regular 

school day. Once the Power Hour is complete, students participate in a variety of academic, enrichment, cul-

tural and recreational activities. Many of these activities are provided in collaboration with community part-

ners. 

 

There is a fee for Dodger Academy.  The cost for the first child to attend is $120 per month.  Families then 

pay a reduced fee of $80 per month for each sibling.  

 

Families interested in registering their student for Dodger Academy may contact Erin Brookshire, program 

coordinator, at 574-5863 or ebrookshire@fdschools.org. To learn more about Dodger Academy visit the 

“Parents” tab of www.fdschools.org.   

It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, 
gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, 
political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its programs, ser-
vices, and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Dr. Stephanie Ander-
son (Director of Student Services - Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary), Central Ad-
ministration Office, 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (574-5678) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for 
U. S. Department of Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is 
Lynnae Harvey, Director of Special Education/Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

  

The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Lisa Negus, and can be reached at 574-5657 or 104 South 
17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Dr. Stephanie Anderson 
(Director of Student Services - Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary).  They can be 
reached at 576-1161 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.  The alternate is Corey Moody.  He can be reached at 574-
5469 or 819 North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

  

The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Dr. Stephanie Anderson (Director of Student Services - 
Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services - Secondary).  They can be reached at 576-1161 or 104 South 
17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.       



Dodger Stadium Expectations 
 

The Fort Dodge Senior High varsity football team plays its home opener against Mason City August 
30 at 7 p.m. at Dodger Stadium.  Admission will be $6 per person regardless of age.  We also 
want to remind students, parents, and community members who plan to support our team of the 
expectations at Dodger Stadium: 
 
 All kindergarten through 6th grade students must be accompanied by an adult to enter the 

stadium 
 5th and 6th grade students are required to sit in the west stands with an adult 
 7th and 8th grade students must show their student identification and then will be allowed to sit 

in the designated section of the east stands 
 All fans are expected to be kind, be responsible, be respectful and be safe. 
 
Dodger pride is a deep tradition and following these expectations will allow all 
spectators to have a positive and memorable Dodger Stadium experience. We 
hope to see you cheering on the Dodgers this season!  


