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Know Someone Who Wants to Be a Dodger? 

Open Enrollment Deadline for 2022-23 is March 1, 2022 

Our mission at the FDCSD is to provide quality learning 

experiences and build relationships that develop productive 

citizens ready for their futures.  A child’s educational 

experiences including coursework, activities and 

relationships, will prepare him for his future; what his post-

secondary experience will be and the career choice he will 

make.  With our variety of classes and activities, we truly 

offer something for everyone! 

If you know someone whose child currently does not attend 

our schools but who could benefit from what we have to 

offer, please share this information with them.  The open 

enrollment deadline for the 2022-23 school year is March 1, 

2022.  The application can be found on the student 

registration page of www.fdschools.org or is available in the 

superintendent’s office at the FDCSD Central Office.   



National Honor Society  

National Honor Socity (NHS) is the nation's premier 

organization established to recognize outstanding 

high school students. More than just an honor roll, 

NHS serves to recognize those students who have 

demonstrated excellence in the areas of scholarship, 

service, leadership, and character. These 

characteristics have been associated with 

membership in the organization since its beginning 

in 1921.Today, it is estimated that more than one 

million students participate in NHS activities. NHS 

chapters are found in all 50 states, the District of 

Columbia, Puerto Rico, many U.S. territories, and 

Canada.  

The Carl T. Feelhaver chapter of NHS carries out several projects and events throughout the school year, 

such as a meet & greet with foreign exchange students, selling cross country programs, the Pennies for 

Patients fundraiser, the Giving Tree, and assists LifeServe blood donation center with winter and spring 

blood drives.   

Requirements for selection to NHS: Be at least a junior, meet minimum standards regarding GPA (3.5), have 

a low number of attendance infractions, have taken or will be taking academically challenging courses, have 

preferably been involved in a variety of activities and had or attempted to take on leadership positions or 

lead by example roles, and are recommended and approved by the faculty of FDSH.  Selections for new 

senior and junior members will be coming in the next few months.  

DECA District 2 Career Development Conference Results 

Congratulations to the DECA students who participated in the District 2 Career Development Conference on 

Dec. 12 at Gilbert High School. Meadow Balkenende,  Hotel & Lodging Marketing; Ellie White and Aja Jallow, 

Travel & Tourism Team Decision Making; and David Vraj, Principles of Business Management and 

Administration, all placed 3rd in their events while Kolby White placed 1st in Restaurant & Food Service 

Management. Other participants were Ashlyn Headlee in Apparel & Accessories Marketing and Nicolas 

Shatleh in Principles of Business Management and Administration. 

Important Info 

 Senior Picture deadline for the yearbook is February 1. Pictures can be dropped off in Ms. Runestad’s 

room or emailed to crunestad@fdschools.org  

 Fort Dodge Senior High’s Academic Letter Award Night will be held January 31 at Senior High in the 

Little Theatre at 7:00 p.m. 

 Good luck to the FDSH robotics teams at the Robotics League Championship on January 8! 

 Join us for our State Large Group Speech Showcase January 21 



Tell Me Something Good! 

Got news?  Is something good happening in your school 

or your child's school that the community should know 

about? Do you have good news to share about a class 

project, school activities, student and staff achievements 

or interesting people in the District? If so, the FDCSD 

Communications department wants to know and help 

spread the word! There is now a Tell Me Something 

Good form located under Departments, Communications 

on our fdschools.org website. Please use it to share news 

about great things happening in your child’s school.  

AP COURSES & EXAMS: Nearly two dozen 

students will take AP Exams at FDSH this 

year. Students are enrolled in five different AP 

classes, including 13 in AP Language and 

Composition. There are three students taking 

AP Chemistry, three in AP Computer Science, 

one student in AP Macroeconomics and three 

students in AP Spanish Language and Culture. 

The AP exams will be held in May of 2022. 

Last year students did very well on the exams, 

with the majority earning a sufficient score to 

earn college credit. 

This year, thanks to the generosity of the Fort 

Dodge School Foundation, the exams fees will 

be completely covered. 

John McBride is the AP Coordinator at 

FDSH.  

Congrats to Dodger Dance team on Top 5 finishes 

in all 3 team routines at State: 3rd in Hip Hop, 

4th in Jazz & 4th in Pom! Congrats too to the 

individual dancers who all received Division I 

ratings on their performances.  

FDSH Creative Writing Lab I students completed a 

holiday parody of the “12 Days)  and performed  it at 

Cooper school complete with costumes and props! 



Alternative Education  

The alternative program began as a dream by a man named 

Gordon Willard.  He was a long time administrator for the dis-

trict, and he knew there needed to be a place for Fort Dodge 

Senior High to continue to serve kids that did not fit in a tradi-

tional high school setting.  His daughter Glenda Harms was 

also employed by the district for a number of years as a teach-

er. She, like her father, believed in the future of kids. The first 

teachers in the program were Jerry Einwalter who taught so-

cial studies and science; Frank Yenger who taught computers, 

shop, and driver’s ed; Beth Hoppes who taught English; Char-

lene Anderson who taught social sciences and counselor; and 

Marilyn Yenger was the secretary.    

The first physical location of the Gordon Willard Alternative Program was behind the old Fair Oaks Middle 

School.  In what was quickly dubbed, “The House”.   There is still a sketch of it in the current alternative edu-

cation classroom.  Soon they added a trailer for expanded classrooms.  In around 1990, they moved to the re-

modeled Arey building where they occupied the upstairs west end.  In 2012, the program was moved to its 

current location at Senior High.   

In the program’s first year, 1986…..there was one whole graduate… year number two…..zero graduates.  The 

numbers grew exponentially for the next ten years, and they saw on average seeing about thirty-five kids and 

graduated about seven each year.   This year is the thirty-seventh year for the alternative program.  Over the 

last four years, the program has averaged twenty-eight graduates and has served about 200 kids each 

year.  Furthermore, the alternative program currently boasts 574 students that have earned their last credit 

through the alternative program, and they have walked across the stage to receive their Senior High diploma.  

Not only does the program help students academically, it helps countless students that make it a temporary 

safe haven to get through personal or family struggles.  Although the location has changed three times….and 

the staff is all different…the district's philosophy towards all kids has remained as solid as day one….All kids 

can learn…All kids deserve respect… All kids deserve a quality learning experience, and All kids need to 

build positive relationships. These philosophies help students to develop into productive citizens that are ready 

for their futures. The Gordon Willard Alternative Program is just one of the many ways the district continues 

to do so.   

The FDSH music department once again prepared students for and presented outstanding winter concerts last month. 
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DODGER DATES 

January 3: School in Session 

January 5: FDCS Foundation 

Meeting @ Central Office 7:00 

pm 

January 8: Robotics League 

Championship @ FDSH 

January 10: Board of Education 

Meeting @ Central Office 6:00 pm 

January 17: No School - Martin 

Luther King Day 

January 21: Speech Showcase; Large 

Group @ SH Little Theatre 6:30 pm 

January 22: District Speech Contest; 

Large Group @ Manson 

January 24: State Jazz Band Contest 

@ Jefferson 

January 24: Board of Education 

Meeting @ Central Office 6:00 pm 

January 31: Academic Letter Award 

Night @Little Theater 7:00 pm 

*See web page for athletic schedules and dates 

The Student Athlete Advisory Committee hosted a Holiday Hit-A-Thon where a line up of batters faced Dodger State 

Champion and future Hawkeye pitcher Jalen Adams to try to get a hit.  Students could donate an item to the FDSH 

food pantry in order to attend and watch.   

District Compliance 

It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party preference, political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, 

family or marital status in its programs, services, and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Dr. Stephanie Ander-

son, Director of Elementary Education, and Dr. Kirsten Doebel, Director of Secondary Education, Central Administration Office, 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, 

515-574-5678, or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. 

(Alternate for Section 504 is Pamela Stangeland, Director of Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

 

The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Kimberly Whitmore, who can be reached at 515-574-5657 or 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

 

The District’s Designated Investigators of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Dr. Stephanie Anderson, Director of Elementary Education, and Dr. 

Kirsten Doebel, Director of Secondary Education. They can be reached at 515-576-5678 or 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate is Pamela Stangeland, 

Director of Special Needs. She can be reached at 515-574-5675 or 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 

 

The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Dr. Stephanie Anderson, Director of Elementary Education, and Dr. Kirsten Doebel, Director of Sec-

ondary Education. They can be reached at 515-576-5678 or 109 N 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501.   


