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Important Back To School Dates 

July 1 Registration Opens Online 

July 26 Registration Deadline 

August 22 Elementary Welcome 

Conferences 

August 22 FDMS Open House/

Orientation 

August 26 FDSH Freshman Orientation 

August 27 First Day of School 

Have a great 

summer 

Dodgers!  

Be Safe!  

Stay connected for Back to School info:  

 

Follow us on Facebook at Fort Dodge 

Community School District 

Follow us on Twitter at @FDCSD 

Check the Virtual Backpack under 

events at www.fdschools.org  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Welcome family, friends, and mem-

bers of the graduating class.  Thank 

you for joining us in celebrating the 

Class of 2019.  Graduates this is an 

exciting time for you & your fami-

lies and we are blessed to be able to 

share in moments like this with you 

all. I would like to first ask for all 

current Fort Dodge employees and former employees 

here today to please stand and join the members of the 

administration leadership team and the faculty procession 

to be recognized for your significant contribution to the 

development of these graduates today and to the many 

other students throughout our entire school system pre-

sent and past.  Please stand and be recognized. Graduates, 

I don’t know about you, but I love Marvel movies.  This 

past few years we have been exposed with so many Mar-

vel movies:  Avengers: Endgame, Captain Marvel, Ant-

Man and the Wasp, Avengers: Infinity War, Black Pan-

ther, Thor, and the list goes on.   

-continue page 3 
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Discipline Policy 

FDCSD students will act in a responsible manner in 

school, on school grounds and at all school 

sponsored activities. Students, staff and guest 

 will treat each other with respect and courtesy, 

use appropriate behavior and language, and follow 

expectations. Here is our complete 

School Discipline Policy for your review.   

Mental Health Services 

 

Concerned about your child?  The Fort Dodge Community School District is committed providing supports 

to students.  A full-time licensed Mental Health Therapist serves the Middle School two days a week and the Senior 

High three days a week.  Services include, mental health assessment, in school therapy, crisis intervention, and 

community referrals/resources.  Contact: 

Deb Koestner-Rees, MSW, LISW, C-LGBTAPP, C-SUD 

515-574-5747 ext. 58084—dkoestner-rees@fdschools.org 

 

FDCSD Registration for 19-20 School Year Opens July 1 

Student registration for the 2019-20 school year will open online on July 1.  Registration for returning students 

must be completed online between July 1-26. Required athletic forms will also be included this year so par-

ents/guardians who have a student athlete should be sure to complete that section. 

Parents/guardians will need to login to their Infinite Campus parent account to complete the registration pro-

cess. Individuals who forgot their username or password should use the buttons on the login screen to retrieve 

the missing information.  

Computers will be available at the Central Administration Building for anyone needing internet access or as-

sistance with the registration process. Staff will be available to assist families from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday during the registration period.  

Parents/guardians of students new to the district must register their student(s) in person at the Central Admin-

istration Building, 104 South 17th Street. Proof of guardianship, the student’s immunization records and an 

address verification document are required at the time of registration.  

http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf
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 What I love the most about these movies is that we are reminded of the impact heroes have on “saving the day” and giving us hope when we 

feel that all hope has been lost.  Let’s face it, we probably all fantasize about being a hero and saving the day!  However, what we may not 

realize, but truly need to accept, is that we all need heroes in our lives.  And sometimes we need to admitted that we need somebody to 

come “safe the day!”    For instant, what about that student that came to Fort Dodge not knowing the English language, parents had an 8th 

grade education- but persevered throughout high school, even took AP courses and graduated?  You better believe that this person had he-

roes in their life.  Or the student that graduates even though their parents have not been around to support them throughout high school.  

Or the students have experienced the loss of a love one, yet kept their focus on today’s reward.  Each of these students are sitting here today 

and I would guarantee that they each had heroes to support them through this journey.   

As I reflect on this year’s speech to you, the Class of 2019, I knew that I should share with you my top 3 heroes and why their story is im-

portant for you to hear.  

My first hero is my father.  He grew up in a poor, large family and throughout his childhood, he picked cotton alongside his family and 

neighbors for employment.  Once he graduated from high school, he moved out west to make a living as a carpenter—a dry-waller to be 

specific.  If you know anything about dry walling—it’s brutal on the body.  It’s hard, physical labor.  Most of my memories of my father are 

about the work ethic that he had over the years.  He has a hard worker. A focused worker.  He worked long hours to support and provide 

for his family.  He lived his life as to say: “Nothing in life is given to you. . . you must go earn it with hard work.  If you want success—you 

need to go get it.  Make it happen.  Hard work goes a long ways.”  

My second hero is my brother.  While my brother and I had our shares of sibling rivalry, the one thing that I admired the most about him is 

that he always lived life to the fullest.  He takes opportunities, he makes opportunities and he invents opportunities.  My brother is the one 

that get’s excited about a challenge—not discouraged.  He likes to make the impossible—possible.  He embodies the thinking- “you have 

one live to live- live it to the fullest!”  If he and I were at the base of a mountain, I’m looking for the road that we will drive up to get to the 

top.  My brother, on the other hand, is the one calculating how long it will take to CLIMB the mountain and reach the top before I get there 

in my car.  

My third hero is my son.  If you know Nathan, you will know that faith and relationships are the utmost importance to him.  He has a faith 

that is grounded in “Loving your neighbor as yourself” and has a loyal heart toward his friends that is unwavering.  His compassion for others 

is truly inspiring.  He has learned at a young age that he is created to serve others and that in the end, your life is measured by those you 

have impacted over the material possessions that you have acquired.  When his friends are hurting, Nathan hurts.  When his friends are ex-

periencing successes, he takes joy in that.   

So, Class of 2019—the lessons from my heroes and the heroes that are in your lives: Work Hard, Live Life to the Fullest, Have Faith and 

Build Relationships.  Your success in life after high school is grounded in these simple truths.  If you want something- go after it.  Don’t let 

fear stop you.  Let your life be about opportunities taken- not regrets held on to.  Let faith help you in making the impossible become possi-

ble.  And lastly, it’s about people!  You are here on this earth to serve and be with others- continue looking around to see who you can in-

fluence for good. . . looking around to see who needs YOU to be their HERO! 

In closing, when I reflect on my heroes- My father, my brother, and my son-  I think about the song, “Confidence” by Sanctus Real. The 

chorus sings out:  “Give me FAITH like Daniel in the lion’s den; Give me HOPE like Moses in the wilderness; Give me A HEART like Da-

vid, be my defense; So I can face my giants with confidence.”  To my heroes—THANK YOU for showing me how to have confidence in 

facing my giants.  To the class of 2019- you should be encouraged to face YOUR giants with confidence.  And when you doubt that confi-

dence- remember your heroes and remember the Dodger commitment to each other. . .“TOGETHER WE RISE!” 
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 Campus Student and Campus Parent to Replace Campus Portal June 30 

Campus Student and Campus Parent will replace Campus Portal.  

What does this mean for Campus Portal (web)?  Your Portal login page URL will stay the 

same. You will have the option to login to either Campus Parent or Campus Student from 

there.  

What does this mean for the Campus app?  Campus Student and Campus Parent will replace 

the current app, Campus Mobile Parent. Those using the app have seen a message about this 

change coming for several months now.  All app users will need to download Campus Parent 

or Campus Student from the app store.  
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School Bus Expectations 

W hile not every child rides the 

bus to school every day, all stu-

dents will travel on a school bus 

at some point during the year.  Please take 

a minute to review the PBIS expectations 

for riding the bus with your child. Students 

should be  

· Respectful by using appropriate voice levels 

and language and listening to the driver 

· Responsible by being on time, taking care of 

their things and keeping the bus clean 

· Safe by keeping their hands and feet to them-

selves, staying seated and walking  when get-

ting on and off the bus 

· Kind by using good manners and treating others 

as the way they would want to be treated 

Thank you for helping us to provide a 

positive environment and experience for 

our students who ride the bus daily or for 

special events.   

 
 

FortDodgeResources.com 

A Directory of Resources & Nonprofit 

Organizations in the Greater Fort Dodge 

Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FortDodgeResources.Com is an online re-

source directory that includes information on 

more than 100 nonprofit      organizations, 

agencies and services in the greater Fort 

Dodge area.  From human services to arts and 

recreation, FortDodgeResources.com will pro-

vide you with the information you need to help 

you find resources, services and programs 

available to you in the greater Fort Dodge area. 

Organizations and  services can be found by 

category,     alphabetically or by keyword 

search. This directory is brought to you by 

YouthNet.   

Check it out! 
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 Immunizations Required for 7th and 12th Grade Students 

The Iowa Department of Public Health has set vaccination requirements for all Iowa students. 

Students entering 7th grade in the fall are required to have a Tdap and a meningococcal im-

munization prior to the start of school. Students entering 12th grade in the fall are required to 

have a meningococcal immunization prior to the first day of school. Students may not start 

classes until record of the immunizations has been received by the school. If your child needs 

these immunizations, please arrange for them prior to the first day of school on August 27th. 

Thank you for making this a priority.  

ATHLET PHYSICALS REQUIRED BEFORE SPORT BEGINS 

7-12 grade student athletes must have a current physical on file 

with the school prior to the first day of practice for their 

sports.  FDSH fall sports begin practice on August 6 and FDMS fall 

sports begin practice in mid-August.  Students must also be regis-

tered for the 2018-19 school year before they can practice.  Thanks 

for ensuring these requirements are met so your student can begin 

practice on time.  
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P arent Tips! 
  

What can I do now to help my child prepare for College! 
1. Check out our counseling website:  www.fdschools.org/schools/fort-dodge-senior-

high/fdsh-counseling-dept/  

2. Have your child prepare their resume NOW so that when it is time to start applying 

for scholarships, that part is done.  Don’t forget to include Leadership, Service, and 

Community Involvement.   

3. Take a college visit with your child.  Don’t send them alone.  Your life experience 

helps them in asking the right questions. 

4. Take virtual tours online at the college’s website.  Take time to visit websites of 

possible colleges that your child may be interested in. 

5. Support your child academically.  Encourage structure study time and routine for 

your child to perform well at school.  GRADES count as much as CREDITS.  Good 

grades qualify your child for scholarships and college acceptance.  Prepare now 

for the future. 

6. Put away $ for college. Don’t wait until their senior year!  College can be expen-

sive.  Reduce the financial stress by preparing and saving now. 

7. Consider choosing a college by Christmas. This will allow your child (and you) to 

focus on that transition.  Your child can then apply for scholarships specifically for 

that college.  In addition, it reduces stress in the family/household when this deci-

sion is made. Nobody wants to spend their last few months of their senior year “not 

knowing” what is next. 

8. LOVE your child.  It’s a stressful time for them as much as it is for you.  They will 

want to spend time with their friends.  Find away for that to happen as much as 

finding time for them to spend with family.  Both are important to your child.  

9. Provide opportunities for your child to demonstrate independence.  Give them 

choices.  When they go off to college, you wont be there to make most of their de-

cisions.  They will need practice at home under your guidance in making good de-

cisions.  Give them opportunities to do so. 

10. Assure them that they don’t have to know “the rest of their lives” right now. Guide 
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DODGER DATES June 1: 8:00am: SAT Test @ SH Li-
brary 
 
June 2: 1:30pm: Commencement @ 
Dodger Stadium 
 
June 5: 6:30pm: FDCS Foundation 
Meeting @ Central Office 
 
June 8: 8:00am: ACT Test @ SH Li-
brary 
 
June 10: 6:00pm: Board of Education 
Meeting @ Central Office 
 
June 24: Board of Education Meeting @ 
Central Office 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See web page for athletic schedules and dates 

 

District Compliance 

It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, 

gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party 

preference, political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its 

programs, services, and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Steph 

Anderson, Director of Student Services-Elementary and Dr. Kirsten Doebel-Secondary, Central Administration Office, 104 

South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (574-5678) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of 

Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Lynnae Harvey, 

Director of Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

 The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Robert Hughes, Assistant Superintendent, who can be reached 
at 574-5657 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 
  
The District’s Designated Investigator of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Steph Anderson (Director 
of Student Services-Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services-Secondary). They can be reached at 574-
5678 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate is Corey Moody. He can be reached at 574-5469 or 819 
North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 
  

The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Steph Anderson-Elementary and Dr. Kirsten Doebel-
Secondary, Director of Student Services. They can be reached at 574-5678 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

************************************************************************************* 

OUR SCHOOLS. OUR COMMUNITY. OUR PRIDE. 
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