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Parent/Teacher Conferences 

October 16:  

4:00pm-8:00pm @ SH Gym 

October 18: 

8:00am-12:00pm and 4:00pm-

8:00pm @ SH Gym 

 

Stay connected for School information:  

Follow us on Facebook at Fort Dodge 

Community School District 

Follow us on Twitter at @FDCSD 

Check the Virtual Backpack under 

events at www.fdschools.org  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

In the September issue of the FSDH 

newsletter, some of our performance 

data was presented that demonstrates 

the urgency of addressing our achieve-

ment.  FDSH student’s graduation rate 

continues to be lower while our dropout 

rate is unacceptable. “Schools strug-

gling with unsatisfactory student 

achievement may benefit from focusing parent involvement 

efforts on building parenting capacity and encouraging learning

-at-home activities.” (Ingram, M; Wolfe, R; & Lieberman, J.; 

2007).    Family engagement efforts are a heightened priority 

and a major focus at Fort Dodge Community Schools. In fact, 

every building now has a specific committee dedicated to de-

signing opportunities for families to get engaged with their 

child’s education, both at school and at home.  “Instead of as-

suming that absence means non-caring, educators must under-

stand the barriers that hinder some parents from participating 

in their child's education.” (Why Some Parents Don’t Come to 

School, Educational Leadership, ASCD, May 1994).  

-continue page 3 
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Discipline Policy 

FDCSD students will act in a responsible manner in school, on 

school grounds and at all school sponsored activities. Stu-

dents, staff and guests will treat each other with respect and 

courtesy, use appropriate behavior and language, and follow 

expectations. Here is our complete School Discipline         

Policy for your review.   

Mental Health Services 

 

Concerned about your child?  The Fort Dodge Community School District is committed providing supports to 

students.  A full-time licensed Mental Health Therapist serves the Middle School two days a week and the 

Senior High three days a week.  Services include, mental health assessment, in school therapy, crisis interven-

tion, and community referrals/resources.  Contact: 

Deb Koestner-Rees, MSW, LISW, C-LGBTAPP, C-SUD 

515-574-5747 ext. 58084—dkoestner-rees@fdschools.org 

The PSAT/MNSQT test will be given in  room 207 at FDSH on Wednesday, October 10, 2018.  The test time 

runs from 7:55 to noon.  This is the qualifying test for National Merit Scholarship program.  The junior year is 

the qualifying test.  If a student takes it as a sophomore, this is a practice.  This test is also a good practice for 

ACT/SAT.  This is not a requirement!   The cost of the exam is $16.00.  Juniors can take the test for free as 

the cost is being absorbed by Gear Up. Sophomores will need to pay $16.00 to take the exam.  Registration is 

made with Gail Linde in the counseling area. Please register by October 5.    

Parents– The FDCS in compliance with AHERA (The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act) must year-

ly notify parents and staff of completed jobs regarding schools with asbestos. 

Located at the Central Administration Building, 104 S 17th St, the District Plan booklets and Individual Plans 

are available for viewing. All information will be made available to you upon request. The Asbestos Program 

manager, Travis Filloon, can be reached at 576-1161.  

An information meeting will be held October 22, 2018 at 6 p.m. during the Board of Education meeting at the 

Central Administration Building in the Board Room. Any interested parties are invited to attend.  

Any questions or concerns, please call 576-1161.

http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf
http://www.fdschools.org.03.production.premier.siteviz.com/media/cms/School_Discipline_Policy_500_C94F9C2D5C986.pdf
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Our work is being facilitated by Sherri Wilson, Director of Consultative Services, FACE of Scholastic Inc.  Her expertise 

is guided our committees with the research on family engagement and how to apply it to Fort Dodge.  As a committee, 

we have reviewed research and family survey’s to get a better understanding of how we are partnering with our fami-

lies.  It is our mission at FDSH to remove the barriers that prevent families from being engaged. It is our desire to part-

ner with our families to keep students in school, provide the very best education for all students to succeed, and to award 

all students a diploma at the end of their k-12 journey! 

At FDSH we have many opportunities for families to engage in their child’s education.  In the past and currently, some 

of these opportunities include:  

 P/T Conferences 

 Google Classroom 

 Email / Telephone Communications 

 Open House 

 Extra Curricular Activities  

 Committees 

 Booster Clubs 

 Volunteerism 

 Guest Speaking 

FSDH now has a family engagement committee that is designing new opportunities for parents to be engaged.  One such 

activity was our Freshman Orientation and Commencement day. Here families were invited to participate in a simulated 

graduation experience for our freshmen.  Instead of graduating from high school, it was a commencement ceremony 

welcoming them into high school. During the ceremony, freshmen listened to welcome address, guest speakers, and 

walked across the stage to sign a “commitment to graduate”.  After the commencement ceremony, parents were gathered 

in our little theatre where they networked together, learned some strategies on how to support their child be successful in 

high school (specifically their freshman year), and review of school resources and agency services available to FSDH 

students. Our family engagement committee was left with feedback from the parents that attended the Freshman Orienta-

tion and are now designing the next event- a FDSH Family Fair!  The date at this time is to be determined (sometime in 

January), but the event will be designed to teach parents about study habits, community / school resources, and helping 

your child transition from high school to adult life.  We are hoping to showcase student talents such as singing, dancing, 

art show, robotics, etc. Also, to have raffles that relate to school and academic success. So keep your ears and eyes open 

for this event coming soon. We encourage you to provide any building principal feedback on how we can meet your 

needs as a family desiring to be engaged and making a positive impact on your child’s education.  Please take time to 

visit our school’s website (https://www.fdschools.org/schools/fort-dodge-senior-high/) to have a better understanding of 

who FDSH is and our mission to serve you and your child!  

 

https://www.fdschools.org/schools/fort-dodge-senior-high/
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School Bus Expectations 

W hile not every child rides the bus to 

school every day, all students will 

travel on a school bus at some 

point during the year.  Please take a minute to 

review the PBIS expectations for riding the bus 

with your child. Students should be  

· Respectful by using appropriate voice levels 

and language and listening to the driver 

· Responsible by being on time, taking care of 

their things and keeping the bus clean 

· Safe by keeping their hands and feet to 

themselves, staying seated and walking  

when getting on and off the bus 

· Kind by using good manners and treating 

others as the way they would want to be 

treated 

Thank you for helping us to provide a positive 

environment and experience for our students 

who ride the bus daily or for special events.   

 
FortDodgeResources.com 

A Directory of Resources & Nonprofit 

Organizations in the Greater Fort 

Dodge Area 

 

FortDodgeResources.Com is an online 

resource directory that includes infor-

mation on more than 100 nonprofit      

organizations, agencies and services in 

the greater Fort Dodge area.  From hu-

man services to arts and recreation, 

FortDodgeResources.com will provide 

you with the information you need to 

help you find resources, services and 

programs available to you in the greater 

Fort Dodge area. Organizations and  

services can be found by category,     

alphabetically or by keyword 

search. This directory is brought to you 

by YouthNet.   

Check it out! 
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Senior Info 

October 3 6:30 PM Location = FDSH Freshman Academy Commons 

October 9 4:30 PM Location = FDSH Freshman Academy Commons 

Senior Students/ Parents are invited to attend one of the dates listed above to receive infor-

mation including: high school transcript, senior schedule, senior timeline, college planning 

materials, scholarship resources, and financial aid information. 



OUR SCHOOLS. OUR COMMUNITY. OUR PRIDE. 

Newsletter 
Fort Dodge Senior High  

October 2017 
Page 5 TOGETHER WE RISE: Raising the Bar, Closing the Gap, Believing Kids Do Well If They Can 

OUR SCHOOLS. OUR COMMUNITY. OUR PRIDE. 

Newsletter 
Fort Dodge Senior High  

October 2018 
Page 6 TOGETHER WE RISE: Raising the Bar, Closing the Gap, Believing Kids Do Well If They Can 

 

P arent Tips! 
  

What can I do now to help my child prepare for College! 
1. Check out our counseling website:  www.fdschools.org/schools/fort-dodge-senior-high/fdsh-

counseling-dept/  

2. Have your child prepare their resume NOW so that when it is time to start applying for scholarships, 

that part is done.  Don’t forget to include Leadership, Service, and Community Involvement.   

3. Take a college visit with your child.  Don’t send them alone.  Your life experience helps them in ask-

ing the right questions. 

4. Take virtual tours online at the college’s website.  Take time to visit websites of possible colleges that 

your child may be interested in. 

5. Support your child academically.  Encourage structure study time and routine for your child to per-

form well at school.  GRADES count as much as CREDITS.  Good grades qualify your child for 

scholarships and college acceptance.  Prepare now for the future. 

6. Put away $ for college. Don’t wait until their senior year!  College can be expensive.  Reduce the 

financial stress by preparing and saving now. 

7. Consider choosing a college by Christmas. This will allow your child (and you) to focus on that transi-

tion.  Your child can then apply for scholarships specifically for that college.  In addition, it reduces 

stress in the family/household when this decision is made. Nobody wants to spend their last few 

months of their senior year “not knowing” what is next. 

8. LOVE your child.  It’s a stressful time for them as much as it is for you.  They will want to spend 

time with their friends.  Find away for that to happen as much as finding time for them to spend with 

family.  Both are important to your child.  

9. Provide opportunities for your child to demonstrate independence.  Give them choices.  When they 

go off to college, you wont be there to make most of their decisions.  They will need practice at 

home under your guidance in making good decisions.  Give them opportunities to do so. 

10. Assure them that they don’t have to know “the rest of their lives” right now. Guide them, but allow 

them opportunities to explore career options. 
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 YMHFA 
The Fort Dodge Youth Mental Health First Aid team received an award for "exemplary part-

nership to build capacity of Youth Mental Health First Aid in Iowa." The award was presented 

by the governor at the Project Aware Summit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FDCSD is excited to offer an opportunity for staff, parents and community members to be 

certified in Youth Mental Health First Aid. 

The Youth Mental Health First Aid training course is designed for lay people to learn methods 

of assisting a young person who may be in the early stages of developing a mental health is-

sues or in a mental health crisis. This is designed for members of the public who have frequent 

contact with youth and young adults, such as parent, school staff, sports coaches, 

and youth workers / volunteers. It is most relevant when it is first apparent to an adult that 

a youth or young adult is exhibiting signs of emotional, behaviors, 

or mental health challenges. It can also provide useful information on how to assist a young 

person who has had long term mental health challenges or a history of a seri-

ous mental disorder.  

Register Here 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbLny0G9bE3bjk5pBIwHAzTfPtOm_kumI1zoYfrrdVAqVyPw/viewform
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FDSH Robotics 

Robotic Events Over The Summer 

The FDSH Robotics Team has been busy this past summer.  It 

started during Frontier Days with a float that had students driv-

ing robots while the parade took place.  We then held a three 

day robot Camp at the ICCC Career Academy at Eagle Grove 

for 5th -8th graders.  In July robotics students took part in the 

Gowrie 4th of July parade and then had a week long outreach 

activity at the Webster County Fair.  In August, the Dodg-

erbots traveled to the Iowa State Fair to give demonstrations on 

their robots at the MidAmerican building-This is the third year 

that students from Fort Dodge has showcased their team at 

the Fair. September was the official start of the robotics sea-

son with the Dodgerbots presenting at the FIRST Tech Chal-

lenge Reveal at Valley High School.  They presented to 13 

other team throughout the state about outreach ideas. This 

year’s game is called Rover Ruckus that has teams score points 

during an autonomous, driver and end game session.  We will 

be competing in a league with a total of 17 teams from Man-

son Northwest Webster, Belmond Klemme, Humboldt, 

Gowrie, IKM Manning and Glidden.  League matches will 

start in November-January with a League Championships tak-

ing place here in Fort Dodge on January 19 that will have two 

leagues competing against each other with over 26 teams.  8 

teams from Fort Dodge event will advance to the Western 

Super Qualifier in which teams will be competing again to 

advance to the State Championships in Iowa City.  
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Math 

What Technology Should Be Used in Math? 

 

With the one-to-one initiative at our school, where every student is issued a Chromebook, as well as the 

fact that many of us, students and faculty alike, have smart phones with built in calculators,  is there a 

need for students to have calculators as well?  This is a question that is not only asked by students, but by 

the teachers of the mathematics department.  The answer is yes, there is value to having calculators in 

the mathematics classroom.  

Phones are very handy for quick calculations on the fly, like using a multi-tool to fix a loose 

screw.  When you are doing a bigger project, it is useful to have a tool designed for the task.  In the case 

of mathematics, this is a calculator.  There is also the fact that phones are not allowed on high-stakes 

tests, especially tests like the Iowa Assessments and the ACT/SAT.  This is because of the access to the 

Internet, as well as the ability to take pictures of test questions and share them.  We want our students to 

be familiar with the tools that they will need in high-stakes testing.  

Computers are used for graphing, spreadsheets, and CAD in the real world, and our students need to be 

proficient with these.  It is also important for our students to be able to communicate their work and 

results to other, which is often done with the computer.  We are looking for ways to incorporate these 

skills in our courses.  The computer makes 

it easier to explore the effects of changes 

on equations and situations, so it is a great 

teaching tool.  But again, unless the 

student is taking a computer based 

assessment, they will not be able to use it 

on a test. 

If we want our students to do well in the 

STEM fields, we need to familiarize them 

with the tools of the trade.  This includes 

general tools, like phones and computers, 

as well as specialized tools like calculators. 
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All American Marching Band 
125 Band Members Compete 

The Dodger “All-American” Marching Band started 

rehearsals in late July on their competition show entitled 

“The Beatles” The band is performing a jazz version of 

Blackbird , Yesterday, Ob-La-Di, Ob La Da, Yellow 

Submarine, and Eleanor Rigby. The band numbers 125 

members and has performed for two home football games 

as well as hosted The North Central Iowa Marching Band 

Invitational on September 22nd.  There were 13 high 

school bands and 2 college bands that perform in 

competition or exhibition representing all sizes of schools 

in the state. The Dodger Marching Band performed in 

judged exhibition and received a score of 82.1 and had a 

combined music score of 35.2 out of 40 which was the 

highest music score of the contest.  The Dodger’s next 

competition will be the Iowa High School Music Association State Contest on October 6th here at dodger 

Stadium. The band competes at 3:05 PM.  

FDSH Waterpolo Club 
Waterpolo Club consists of 9-12 Grade Male Students 

The FDSH Men's Waterpolo Club is a club for 9-12 

grade male students that enjoy the water, friendly 

competition and want to have fun!  The club meets 

on Friday evenings that we have away football 

games from 8-9:30pm.  Pending the number of 

participants, typical play consist of tournament style 

play where two teams play each other while one 

team observes, cheers on, and refs.  A certified 

lifeguard is on deck at all times.  Approximately 70 

students are registered as club members and the 

sponsor is Dr. Kenneth Hayes, FDSH Principal.     
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DODGER DATES October 3: 6:30pm: FDCS Foundation 
Meeting @ Central Office 
 
October 6: State Marching Band Festival @ 
Dodger Stadium 
 
October 8: 6:00pm: Board of Education 
Meeting @ Central Office 
 
October 10: 7:55am: PSAT @ Rm 207 
 
October 11: 9:00am: Special Olympics 
Bowling @ Ridgewood Lanes 
 
October 13: Mid-Iowa Marching Band Con-
test @ Ankeny 
 
October 13: 8:00am: Saturday School 

October 15: 7:00pm: Fall Concert @ 
FDMS Aud. 
 
October 16: 4:00pm-8:00pm: Parent/
Teacher Conferences @ SH Gym 
 
October 18: 8:00am-12:00pm & 
4:00pm-8:00pm: Conferences-No 
School 
 
October 19: No School 
 
October 21-22: DECA Fall Leadership 
Conference  
 

October 22: 6:00pm:  Board of Educa-
tion Meeting @ Central Office 
 
October 27:  8:00am: ACT Test @ SH 
Rm 207 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*See web page for athletic schedules and dates 

 

District Compliance 

It is the policy of the Fort Dodge Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ancestry, age, 

gender, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, physical attributes, religion, political party 

preference, political belief, socioeconomic status, veteran’s status, actual or potential parental, family or marital status in its 

programs, services, and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact Steph 

Anderson, Director of Student Services-Elementary and Dr. Kirsten Doebel-Secondary, Central Administration Office, 104 

South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, (574-5678) or contact the Civil Rights Midwestern Division for U. S. Department of 

Education Office, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544. (Alternate for Section 504 is Lynnae Harvey, 

Director of Special Needs, 515-574-5675). 

 The District’s Compliance Coordinator for Affirmative Action is Robert Hughes, Assistant Superintendent, who can be reached 
at 574-5657 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 
  
The District’s Designated Investigator of Physical/Sexual Abuse of Students by School Employees are Steph Anderson (Director 
of Student Services-Elementary), and Dr. Kirsten Doebel (Director of Student Services-Secondary). They can be reached at 574-
5678 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. The alternate is Corey Moody. He can be reached at 574-5469 or 819 
North 25th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 
  

The District’s Officers for Harassment Complaints and Allegations are Steph Anderson-Elementary and Dr. Kirsten Doebel-
Secondary, Director of Student Services. They can be reached at 574-5678 or 104 South 17th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

************************************************************************************* 
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